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“I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this
reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that … you
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may know what is the hope to which God has called you.” ~ Ephesians 1:15-19

Now I know how Paul felt writing to the Ephesians – a first generation Church that
hadn’t yet begun to think of themselves as “Christians” and who were experiencing social
upheaval. It was a time of testing for them and for him. He wrote it from a prison cell in Rome
from which he wouldn’t escape.
In our testing time, I, too, give thanks for the saints. That’s fitting as we approach All
Saints Day. And it’s good to remember the Greek word for saints – hagios – means
“consecrated to God” and is almost always used to refer to the group of people who set
themselves apart as followers of the Way.
Like Paul, I never cease to give thanks for all those helping us to be church in this
demanding time. Last month I confessed that nothing has prepared me for the challenges of
church transition occurring simultaneously in the context of a pandemic and our own social
upheaval. This month I’m appreciating the signs that we’ll get through this wilderness time
together.
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This newsletter tells some of the story of what’s worthy of our gratitude in church life:
Coordinating Council – ensuring church life goes on, making difficult decisions about
return to in-person worship, focused on the possibilities rather than the limitations (p.3).
Preschool Board – prayerfully discerning that a much beloved program has entered a
radically new context that makes it unsustainable yet celebrating it’s more than 50 years of
success (p.9)
Survey Volunteers – reaching a large percentage of our congregation personally to find out
how you are doing and to gain insights for planning church life in the weeks to come (p.11)
Leadership Summit – generating creative ideas about how we can get together, serve, and
worship in meaningful and thoughtful ways under pandemic restrictions (p.6)
Building & Grounds, Trustees, Finance Team – keeping an eye on church resources and
stewarding them well amidst uncertainties (p.13)

I could name more of the saints, such as our church staff, showing remarkable grace in
stressful times. Yet I’d be remiss if I didn’t name all of you:
leading worship and attending digitally, sharing during post-worship fellowship, answering the
survey, gathering for anti-racism discussions, joining Black Lives Matter protests, raising a
glass as Pub theologians, keeping current with pledges, and more. We are the saints about
whom Paul was speaking, for whom I am grateful, and without whom we can’t be church.
With Paul – in our anxiety and fear – I pray we may know the hope to which God has
called us. I believe we will, particularly as this time of testing reveals the true qualities, deepest
commitments, and bedrock beliefs that will carry us through the wilderness and into God’s
future for us.

Blessings, Jonathan

welcome little one!
SAGE ISABELLA STAINE-CARRIKER

BORN 7 POUNDS
3 OUNCES ON
TUESDAY,
JULY 21ST!

CONGRATULATIONS LATOYA & MATT!

CATHERINE UTLEY AND MICHELLE MATTERA
WERE MARRIED IN THEIR BACKYARD ON
AUGUST 13, 2020, UNDER THE PROUD EYE
OF NOAH.
BILL LADD OFFICIATED.

CONGRATULATIONS CATHERINE AND MICHELLE!

From the Coordinating Council
Dear Friends,

Thank you to those that participated in our All-Church survey about COVID-19 and how First Church Natick
has been responding to the pandemic. Your responses provided important input to the Coordinating Council as
we worked to decide the best course of action for our congregation going forward.

Based on your feedback and the continuing uncertainty related to COVID-19 transmission rates, the
Coordinating Council has agreed to continue remote worship services through the end of the 2020 calendar
year. This decision was not an easy one and was accompanied by much debate, particularly as we came to
realize that it meant we would not be able to gather for in-person worship for the Christmas season.

We do not want to jeopardize the health and welfare of our congregation (and those that serve our
congregation) by a return to in-person worship at this time, a return which would have come with increased
exposure risks even with gathering restrictions that would likely diminish the worship service experience
compared with our current “digital” offering. But do not despair!

We ARE taking steps to enhance the experience of the Christmas season by re-imagining how some of our
traditional events and activities can be hosted in a safe and inclusive way. During a recent meeting to plan our
calendar of events, folks presented excitingly creative ideas that we are actively trying to bring to reality.

So, while we may not be able to gather as a large congregation in the sanctuary on Christmas Eve to pass the
light of Christ from one to the other, we are not planning to hide that Light under a bushel basket! Rather, we
are going to explore ways that we can bring the Light out into the community in a safe and sensible way.

Please stay tuned via our various means of communication (Link emails, Facebook posts, Good Word
newsletters, etc) as we reinvent what it means “To be together, while apart”!

Digital Worship at First Church Natick
Bob Seiche
Moderator

While in-person worship will not be happening until at least through the
end of 2020, live-streaming and local access cable broadcast at the usual
10:30 a.m. worship time will continue, and recordings are available on the
church’s website or on DVDs available through the church office.

Live-streamed worship may be accessed here or
https://videoplayer.telvue.com/player/994DtmGEsi0VDYK3jJI2BJ72Gfg
NIpU2/stream/439?
fullscreen=false&showtabssearch=true&autostart=true

Natick residents can find the service on the following local access
channels: Comcast 99, Verizon 29, RCN 03.Recordings of the service are
posted to the church’s website by 2:00 p.m. on Sunday.

DVD recordings are available through the church office.
For more information go to:
http://firstcongregationalchurchnatic.org/digital-worship-information

Transition Team Nominations Sought
Hear ye! Hear ye!

FCC Natick is now seeking nominations for a Transition Team.

The Transition Team is an integral aspect of the overall pastoral search process. Its purpose, in
partnership with our interim minister, is to help our church emerge from the time between settled pastors stronger
and with a renewed vision for our purpose and mission as a church.

This group of 5-6 church members will meet regularly over at least the next 6-9 months to help our church ask and
answer three fundamental questions: Who are we? Who is our neighbor? What is God calling us to be and do?
To do this it will:

implement all-church and smaller circle gatherings and discussion groups for discernment in a variety of areas
of church life (e.g., heritage and identity, purpose and direction, relationships beyond our faith community);

listen to and feed back to the congregation what is shared;

pull together information and perspectives gathered and write a summary with suggested actions for the
congregation to discuss and act on;

write the first draft of the Church Profile – the official document that our Pastoral Search Committee will use
to introduce us to pastoral candidates.

After receiving nominations, our Coordinating Council will create a slate of Transition Team candidates that
reflects broad experience and demographic representation from the church community. The Council will present
this proposed slate to the congregation for its approval.

Nominated Transition Team members should be:
good listeners;
able to hear and share feedback from the congregation accurately;
able to communicate with a wide range of people;
able to put their own agendas aside;
people with good organizational skills;
and respected members of the church community.

If you would like to nominate yourself or someone else from the congregation, please fill out our Google Form by
clicking here or email Peg at admin@firstchurchnatick.org for the link to be emailed to you.

Nominations for the Transition Team may be received until October 31. We look forward to receiving your
nominations for a group that will help guide us into our church’s next chapter together with new pastoral
leadership!

Leadership Summit Report
Members of the Coordinating Council plus several church leaders in other areas of church life and staff met in
September for our first Leadership Summit. The purpose of the Summit was to review existing plans for
events, gatherings, and programs for the next several months, as well as provide a brainstorming session for
additional plans to enhance church life during this time.

The COVID-19 pandemic and a decision not to return to in-person
worship until at least the new year has underscored our common
desire to make our church life together as vital as possible. This
was highlighted in church survey results, with respondents
wondering about the possibility of socially distant in-person
gatherings. Aware that we’re feeling pandemic fatigue – and with a
mission to ensure vibrant worship, fellowship, and outreach –
Summit participants were asked to consider what might be possible.
Many ideas were generated, among them these:
Fellowship:
Safe outdoor gatherings of existing church groups such as Lunch Bunch, choir, Pub Theology, youth groups
Additional topic-focused groups
Trivia night, “drive-in” silent movie night, film series, talent show (live or recorded)
Show-and-Tell for Grown-ups – house tours, guess who’s bookshelf
Church Drive-by caravan

Worship:
General – additional small outdoor services, expanded musical offerings in digital worship, a wider variety of
people involved in presenting worship
Advent – advent candle lighting from members’ homes, at-home advent observances, modified Victorian
Christmas (via Zoom and/or outside, farther into the community, including singing/music), modified Living
Creche, caroling at church members’ homes
Christmas Eve – outdoor candle-lighting service, with singing and brass from church steps, and the organ
playing with the doors and windows of the sanctuary open

Service & Outreach:

Food Ministries & Fundraisers – modified pie sale, food drive, World Series pizza
Outreach – leaf raking, working the polls, transportation

Recognizing that not all of these ideas will come to fruition, your church leaders were excited about keeping focus
on what might be possible, and confident in our ability to begin the church program year and roll into this upcoming
meaningful time of year with great opportunities to get together, serve our community, and worship meaningfully.

We’ll be doing our best to bring as many of these imaginings into tangible forms over the coming weeks. And, of
course, we’ll all look forward to one of the most celebrated Summit ideas – a post-COVID celebratory mask
burning!

First Church Natick
Faith Formation
During this time when we are not gathering together on Sunday morning in our
beautiful church building, we will still be providing faith formation opportunities
for our children. Godly Play Home Kits were delivered to families with small
children so they will have materials to aid them in fully participating in the weekly
Godly Play videos and the monthly Zoom children gatherings and we hope to
enrich that experience as the fall goes on. (If you would like to receive a kit and
didn’t get one yet, please contact Sarallyn ~ 508-740-3134 or
sarallyn@firstchurchnatick.org)

Children age 3 - grade 4
Even when we can’t be together, we can still cherish our church’s stories and traditions through Godly Play at home.
A video will be added to the Godly Play video library on our website each week for the children to enjoy at home.
This will be modeled after the in-person Godly Play sessions that we will return to when it is safe to return to the
building.

Godly Play is more like worship than classroom ~ our primary goal is for the children to learn how to recognize
their relationship with God and provide the language to express it.

Godly Play gives children the opportunity to enter into a story, wonder about it and then create meaning for their
own lives in a creative response.

Godly Play acknowledges that children are more engaged in process than product. They will not necessarily
make a project or be able to tell you what they learned because what they learned was how to learn about the
powerful language of the Christian people.

Children in grades 5 & 6
We invite all 5th and 6th graders to gather on Tuesday afternoons at 5 via zoom to
read and discuss books with an antiracist message. We began on September 29th
with our first book, Stamped, by Jason Reynolds and Ibram X Kendi. This book
reveals the history of racist ideas in America and inspires hope for an antiracist
future. The author says it is not a history book, but it certainly chronicles our
country’s history of racism to help us better understand how racism is affecting us
today.

Jr. Youth Group (grades 7-8)
We invite all our 7th and 8th graders to participate in our Jr Youth Group that meets
on the first and third Sunday evenings from 5:00-6:00pm on zoom.

Sr. Youth Group (grades 9-12)
We invite all of our high school students to join our Sr Youth Group that meets on the first and third Sunday
evenings, from 7:00-8:00pm on zoom.

Our Whole Lives (OWL) Sexuality Education
for grades 7-8
Parents, schools and religious communities face an ongoing challenge
in creating an environment that supports and nurtures sexual health, so
we want our young people to participate in a program that models
caring, compassion, respect and justice. OWL is a sexuality education
program that was developed by the Unitarian Universalist Association
and the United Church of Christ. The 15 OWL sessions address
sensitive topics that recognize and respect the diversity of the youth
participants in an inclusive and developmentally appropriate manner.
The overall goal of the Our Whole Lives sexuality education is to
create a positive and comprehensive program that helps young people
to gain the knowledge, values, and skills to lead sexually healthy,
responsible lives.

Contact Sarallyn Keller for more information about our children and
youth programs and updated schedules
(sarallyn@firstchurchnatick.org; or 508-740-3134).

Youth Programming kicked off September 27th
We are looking forward to the start of the youth groups this fall!
We kick-offed the year with a Corn Hole Challenge on September 27th.

We will continue to meet virtually on the first and third Sunday evenings for games and discussion and we will
add some outdoor events as the weather permits so we can spend some time in-person with one another.
Whether we are together in the same space or checking in from our home computers, youth group gives our
youth time to spend with their peers and leaders where they can form deeper relationships with one another;
share stresses and challenges of their lives; celebrate their victories and milestones; learn to look for God in
unexpected places; grow in faith and leadership; and serve their community together.

We Shall Remain
Watch the LINK for upcoming date!

"We Shall Remain" is a groundbreaking American Experience mini-series
that establishes Native history as an essential part of American history.

Join us for a viewing of the second episode
of We Shall Remain called ‘Tecumseh’s Vision’.

In the spring of 1805, Tecumseh and his brother, the prophet Tenskwatawa,
would harness the energies of a native spiritual revival movement to create
an unprecedented military and political confederacy of often antagonistic
tribes, all committed to stopping white westward expansion. The Shawnee
warrior came closer than anyone since to creating an Indian nation that
would exist alongside and separate from the United States. This is a story of
strength, pride and pronounced courage.

photo credit: PBS.org
no copyright infringement is intended

Presentation of Third Grade Bibles
We were pleased to continue our tradition of presenting an NRSV Bible to our third graders this fall. Five third graders
received their Bibles in time for worship on September 27th and we read the passage from Jeremiah 29 that says,

For surely, I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a
future with hope. Then when you call upon me and come and pray to me, I will hear you. When you search for me, you
will find me; if you seek me with all your heart, I will let you find me, says the Lord.

First Church Third Graders:
Abigail Brewer

/

Madison Brewer

/

April Mulloy

/

Amelia Rovelli

Lunch Bunch rides again!
The Lunch Bunch gang gathered on a chilly day on Natick Common to
finally be together for the first time since February! It was wonderful to
see everyone in person and to hear each other’s voices. We managed to
catch up with one another despite being socially distant and wearing face
masks.

We plan on more of these outside gatherings while the weather is still
cooperative.

Check the LINK weekly email and the church bulletin for dates.

/

Aleah Viale

From the FCC Preschool Board
This past summer, usually a slow time for the Preschool Board, has been unusually busy and stressful for the
board members and others in church leadership. The board worked with the Preschool Director, Teresa Iodice,
to help answer questions and come up with solutions for what the Preschool needed to do to re-open in the fall
while meeting state-mandated COVID19-related health and safety requirements.

Unfortunately the reality of reopening with much reduced numbers of students and increased expenses was not
feasible. While initially just anticipating suspending the 50-year-old FCC Preschool program for this year,
further consideration of the financial and health requirements made clear that the preschool could not continue
to function anywhere close to breaking even.

Perhaps just as importantly, the board realized that the original mission which led to the creation of the
preschool had largely been completed. At the time of its creation Natick was in great need of preschool
education for the youngest residents and their families. After building up the preschool to one of, if not the,
highest quality preschools in town, there are now many other options open to families. The advent of public
preschool classes in the Natick Public Schools is likely only the start of the trend toward universal public preK education.

While it is sad for the long tradition of the FCC Preschool to end, it is also a sign of success of the original
mission and provides room for other exciting and creative community mission possibilities.

The Board is extremely thankful for the outstanding work of Teresa, and the staff of excellent teachers who
have served the families with devotion, care, intelligence, and love.

We look forward to celebrating Teresa's leadership and successful program at a future date!

Ministry Updates
As our state has moved into phase 3 of

reopening, we wanted to

remind you that the congregational care team is still here for you!
We are willing and ready to provide a meal to anyone in need!! (I
have really perfected my cooking skills during the quarantine;)

Please reach out to Sarallyn, Peg, or directly to me
at bishgup@aol.com.

We miss you all!

Warmly,
Sarabeth, Sarallyn, Jean, Linda, Deb, and Mikal

"Hey there everybody!

The First Church Welcome Team is busy coming up with fun and
meaningful ideas of making sure everyone feels the Big First
Church Welcome that is the hallmark of our congregation.

We are devising fun Big Welcome gift bags with lots of loving
and practical ways of being the church--whether we are in the
building or not. The team is also working on ways of getting
our

extravagant welcome and Love out to the community so that
everyone knows and feels how much we care and stand

for what's important in our church, our town, our country, and in
the world.

Out in Front is who we are and how we live!"Watch this space for
the exciting details.

Your Welcome Team.

Do you have new contact information?

Please contact Peg at admin@firstchurchnatick.org or call the
office with your new contact information so we can keep you
current with all that's happening at First Church Natick!

Church Survey Thanks
Thank you to everyone who helped make this summer’s all-church survey a resounding success!

We were thrilled that nearly 70% of our church households agreed to participate in the survey and provided excellent
information for taking the church’s collective pulse and for church planning purposes. Among our learnings were the
following:

• Not surprisingly, many church members reported this time of COVID-19 has been personally difficult for
them and/or their families.
• Strong support was voiced for the decisions church leaders have made during this time and much appreciation
was offered for efforts to keep church life going.
• Most were reasonably satisfied with communication efforts, though a few helpful suggestions were offered
that have already been put into practice.
• When asked what would be necessary for people to feel that they could return to in-person worship, a
thorough plan, denominational endorsement, and a trusted and available vaccine topped the list.
• 80% of respondents indicated that they were participating in digital worship through either livestreaming,
local access cable, or DVD recording.
• Of those who had not worshipped with the church digitally, the main reasons given were that they didn’t feel
it would be as meaningful and/or Zoom overload.
• Many people, while expressing understanding about the reasons for it, indicated that they are greatly missing
regular in-person worship.
• There was much wondering about possibilities for some appropriately socially distant in-person gatherings
such as alternative worship in an outdoor setting.

This information and more has been extremely helpful as church leaders have planned for the fall and winter, made
decisions about return to in-person worship, and imagined modified and new ways for us to be church together during the
pandemic. We also had a time to check in personally with many of our church members and friends. Above all, we were
reminded just how important our church community is to so many of us and have been motivated to re-double our efforts
to be the church – in fellowship, service, and worship – in an extraordinarily challenging time.

Thanks again to all of you who were able to participate in the survey. And special thanks to the nearly two dozen
volunteers and staff who served on the survey subcommittee, made survey calls, or helped compile and interpret data.

It wouldn’t have been possible without you.

Politics is often taken to be a dirty word, but political processes
are simply the way communities organize their common life. For
people of faith, public policy is never merely politics. It is a way
of living out the commandment to love our neighbor as
ourselves.

It is fitting for local congregations and church structures across
the country to develop nonpartisan programs to help the faith
community reflect upon the political order. The Our Faith Our
Vote Campaign is designed to help you discover the ways in
which you, as an individual and as a congregation, can get
involved in the political process.

Our country is in crisis in many ways. It is time for well minded, engaged and faithful people to speak out and get involved
in the political process. Let's go public with our faith!
The problems in our world often seem too big to confront. We see injustice every day and feel that change can’t or
won’t happen. But our faith is infused with hope and built on a foundation of action. By serving the vulnerable, feeding
the hungry, and standing in solidarity with the oppressed, we serve as God’s hands.

Voting is a natural extension of faithful action. The decisions made by our representatives have a wide-reaching impact.
We have enormous potential to make positive change. We must engage our legislators, vote, and encourage everyone
in our communities to do the same.

Our faithful voice is needed. It is tempting to disengage from the political process. As people dedicated to creating a just
world for all, we know we must be involved.

Join the Our Faith, Our Vote campaign. Discover how you can participate in the electoral process through faithful,
nonpartisan engagement. The United Church of Christ can help with resources on civic engagement, voter
registration information, issue education, and voter mobilization. This election season it is essential that people
raise their voices and vote.

(borrowed from the UCC.org website)

Click here to check out the UCC Civic Action Center Here:
Check your registration status
Register to vote
Learn about the candidates appearing on your ballot
Find a polling place and information about early voting

Open & Affirming (ONA) Sunday – October 18
We hope you will make it a special point to join us for worship on Sunday, October 18,
as we observe Open & Affirming Sunday and celebrate the 17th anniversary of our ONA
covenant.

Our celebration this year will include reflections on what ONA has meant, means now,
and might mean for us as FCC Natick. We’re now moving into intentional discernment
about our congregation’s identity and commitments in preparation for a pastoral search.
It’s fitting that we consider the place of our ongoing ONA commitment in these
understandings and as we look toward the future into which our God is calling us as a
congregation.

Learn more about Open & Affirming as a movement within the United Church of Christ by visiting the Southern New
England Conference website at https://www.sneucc.org/ona and the United Church of Christ website at
https://www.ucc.org/lgbt_about.

Environmental Voter Challenge –
Take the Creation Care Pledge!
Last year FCC Natick was recognized by the Southern New England Conference United Church of Christ (SNEUCC)
as a Level 3 Green Congregation – a rare and noteworthy achievement! We’re building on this accomplishment by
accepting the Congregation Climate Justice Voter Challenge.

The upcoming election is set to be one of the most consequential in history, particularly when it comes to addressing
the climate crisis. And we know that congregations are influencers in their communities. This is why the SNEUCC
Environmental Ministries Team is challenging all churches in our Conference to have at least 75% of their worshipping
community take the Creation Care Voter Pledge.

This isn’t about candidates or parties or platforms but a challenge to vote our values, including concern for climate
justice. The witness of local congregations can inspire the wider networks of which they are a part to make the
environment a priority in upcoming elections. In caring for God’s interconnected creation, we’re putting love into
action for every living creature and for every economically or racially marginalized community that suffers from
environmental harm.

We encourage everyone to get on board with this challenge by signing the Creation Care Voter Pledge: "I pledge to be
a consistent voter, and I will always prioritize caring for God's creation in how I vote."

Time is short. Everyone for whom the environment is a priority needs to let their voice be heard. Join us today in
taking the Creation Care Pledge.

Follow this link to take the Pledge: https://sneucc-reg.brtapp.com/CreationCareVoterPledge

Join the FCN Book Club
October 17, 2020 @ 11:00AM
In Fascism:
A Warning, Madeleine Albright draws on her experiences as a child in war-torn Europe and her distinguished career as a
diplomat to question that assumption.

November 21, 2020 @ 11AM via Zoom
Together: The Healing Power of Human Connection in a Sometimes Lonely World by Dr Murthy (former US
Surgeon General)

Please contact Sharon Kirby sharonkirby3@gmail.com for more information.

Even Pub Theology has to adapt to our COVID times!

We take Pub Theology into our very own living rooms with a
new moniker – Cabin Fever Theology!

It’s definitely BYOB and snacks, so join us with your favorite
beverage and munchies for a conversation that is bound to be
fun and stimulating. We can’t promise that the pandemic won’t
be mentioned, but it’s not going to be the headliner.

So, bring your ideas and we will see where the spirit (and the
brews) take us.

October 28, 2020 @ 7pm via Zoom

Watch the LINK for the zoom link to join the virtual
conversation.

Select Books on Race from the Harvard Gazette

Toni Morrison’s “The Origin of Others.” This beautiful
little book draws on her Norton Lectures — lectures given
at Harvard back in 2016.
“What motivates the human tendency to construct Others?
… Why does the presence of Others make us so afraid?”
These are some of the questions the great Morrison
reflected on in her lectures. In her signature ornate and
deeply lyrical manner, she examines the persistence of
racism, bigotry, and intolerance in a world where we still
have to demonstrate that … black lives matter.

Beginning with the legacy of post-Civil War Reconstruction
amendments, Marable offers an inspiring, sweeping, and
detailed history of African American social protest
movements.

The book is a work of social and political theory rooted in
deep historical analysis, and offers a powerful vision of a
multiracial democracy. Ultimately, Marable calls for, and
hopes for, a “third reconstruction” to bring about genuine
political empowerment and economic justice for black
Americans.

“When Police Kill” is a groundbreaking, fact-based
analysis, including trends over time, of the high use of
deadly force by police in the U.S., including lethal force
against African Americans and Native Americans.
Zimring’s comprehensive study also includes an interesting
comparative analysis of why police killings are so much
more numerous in the U.S. than in other modern nations.
Finally, he discusses how to address this problem
systematically by detailing clear policy prescriptions for
federal, state, and local governments.

Finance Team Update
As we all know, 2020 has been and continues to be a challenging year.

The closing of the preschool this year has ripple effects throughout the Church. Not the least of them is a
$95,000 shortfall in income for 2021.

Your Finance Team is now starting to explore what we can do to close the gap. We are firm in our belief that
God always provides the resources to do His will in this place at this time. It is our role to discern what His
will is for us in this difficult chapter in the life of our Church.

Please pray for the Finance Team and the church as we work to develop a budget for 2021 that is true to His
word and that will move us to the next chapter of our journey together.

Thank you.
Bill Ramage.
Executive Financial Officer

Get Ready for a new look for our Steeple!
(at least for a little while)
Work has continued to proceed this summer, planning for critical repairs to the steeple of our church building.

A major challenge during the planning phase has been the coordination of the repair tasks alongside other work to
install additional antennas in the steeple, also along with restoration work of the town clocks on all four faces of the
steeple.

Having all three projects going on at once makes for tricky scheduling, but also affords the opportunity to save on the
portion of the work which involves providing access to the exterior of the building at the various elevations needed.

All design and engineering work for the repairs and antenna installations have now been completed, and we currently
expect the visible portion of the work to begin within the next couple of months.

This will appear as staging on the exterior of the steeple mostly hung from above, with some minimal staging built up
from the ground below to provide access.

The duration of the work will be weather dependent but when complete we’ll have repaired masonry, securely
reinstalled belfry grates, repaired slate roofing and copper gutters, as well as new and refreshed fiberglass cladding
above, to allow clear transmission from a new set of antennas inside.

A 19th century steeple ready for the 21st century!

Digital Services and Music Copyrights
While we're temporarily attending worship services online, some might be wondering why we aren't
hearing the same music we usually are.

One obvious reason is that the danger of meeting and singing together due to COVID-19 has sent
the choir on a bit of a hiatus. The less obvious reason is copyright issues. It's common to assume that
the church is exempt from the need for copyright or performance licenses, but this is not the case.
For those who are curious, here is a little information about the issue of copyrights, licenses, as it
pertains to the performance of music in a worship setting.

Works that were written before copyright laws existed, like most classical music, are in the public
domain and are free from performance restrictions. This makes the service prelude and postlude a
cinch program—there's centuries of excellent classical keyboard repertoire to choose from and
perform, no strings attached. For hymns and anthems, it's a different matter.

Some hymns were written long enough ago that they in the public domain. For example our Song of
Praise, No. 44 in our hymnal, was written in 1551 and the words in 1674. This is a rarity though—
even old hymns often have updated lyrics. These lyrics, work of a skilled artists, are rightly
copyrighted. For in-person services, the church holds a license from Christian Copyright Licensing
International (CCLI) which covers the printing and copying of music and lyrics from the hymnal, as
well as recording. No performance license is needed if everything happens in the building.
Streaming this music isn't covered, though.

In April, we added CCLI's streaming license which covers the online performance of hymns.
Contemporary choir anthems are trickier, but it's possible to obtain licenses from individual
copyright holders. This will make the showing of past recorded choir performances, and "digitally
assembled" performances possible, which are ideas we are looking into as we go forward.

This is actually just the tip of the 'music copyright law iceberg.' Some details doesn't pertain to our
situation, and some details I'm still learning.

Nonetheless, I hope this was informative!
Thomas Foster

Purple Flags Project
In recognition of International Overdose Awareness
Day on August 31st, SOAR Natick and The Journey
present a purple flag display in Natick Center.

The purple flags were on the lawn of the First
Congregational Church to represent the number of
Massachusetts residents who lost their life the prior year
from an overdose.

The Red flags represent lives lost in any year to
substance use and can be personalized. In 2019 the
Purple Flags were also displayed at Natick High School,
Wilson Middle School, and Newton Wellesley Hospital.

The Fairy Land Project
The Natick Fairy Land Project idea came out of the global quarantine. Besides
being a social distance project, we thought that it would add some magic for
families with young ones to spot fairies in the woods! They were started it in the
Natick woods, but ... sadly they were evicted from the town forest!
Thankfully they found a new home on our Main Street lawn and garden!

Executive Conference
Minister Elected with
Overwhelming Approval
The Rev. Darrell Goodwin - an LGBT African-American UCC pastor with experience in a
variety of church settings - was elected as the new Southern New England Conference's
first Executive Conference Minister by an overwhelming margin at Annual Meeting on
Sept. 26.

The Rev. Goodwin currently serves the Iowa, Nebraska, and South Dakota Conferences as
an Associate Conference Minister. He has founded a church, directed a UCC Pension
Board vitality initiative, and has served in a variety of roles in higher education settings.

He hoped that by accepting this position (if the vote passed), his 'nephew, and other brown
little boys and girls, and other people who are born into this world but do not feel part of
what people consider to be the majority,’ that they also might see the prophetic wisdom of
the Southern New England Conference and say ‘yes God, I too can be whoever you are
calling me to be.’“Might we set this church and this world on fire,” Goodwin said. “Might
we be what people were afraid we might be. Might we make the church more
uncomfortable than it’s ever been. Might we press in the ways the church was not yet
ready for us to press, but as a result more of God’s people are welcome to this table.”

Welcome Rev. Goodwin!
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