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I had a dream years ago, one of those dreams where you are on the run from someone who intends 
to kill you.  In the dream, I ducked around the corner of a house behind some yew bushes and tried 
to make myself invisible by pressing myself close to the earth.  I dug my fingers into the dirt.  It was 
soft and warm and fragrant, the way that a garden is in the spring.  And in the dream, I realized that 
it would not be such a terrible thing to return to the earth.  With that realization, my heart stopped 
pounding in fear.  I felt almost calm.  And the shift from one emotion to the other woke me up.
I probably dreamed that dream 50 years ago, but I never forgot it, unlike most of my dreams.  Re-
cently the dream came to mind as part of my preparation for a writing workshop in which I will be 
participating at the end of October.  
The workshop is called “Awakening Theological Imagination” with Reverend Karen Hering, 
author of Writing to Wake the Soul: Opening the Sacred Conversation Within.  I am excited to be 
among the twelve participants because what she described as her purpose for the workshop created 
an opportunity that I want to offer to you.
It is really quite a challenge she poses.  “As religious leaders, we are called to engage words in 
ways that deepen faith, strengthen community and open hearts to love.  How do we equip those 
we serve to do the same?  In a time of great polarization, how do we as people of faith reclaim 
language as a tool for building relationships and proclaiming love within and beyond our congrega-
tions and communities of faith?”
To prepare for our time together, she gave us a prompt 
to share a metaphor that we often use in our preaching 
or teaching or prayers.  That was when I realized how 
I often come back to earth as a way of talking about 
faith.  At first I thought, I can do better than choose 
dirt as a metaphor.  And then I remembered the dream 
and the way I felt held and supported by the soil 
beneath me. 
If you think about it, you might have noticed for 
yourself how often I speak and pray about the dry and 
barren ground of our emptiness or powerlessness, the 
rich cradle of darkness that gives the possibility room to split and sprout, the unyielding frozen soil 
of our unwillingness to change, the silty sand of unfulfilled dreams, carried out like sand castles on 
the next tide, the serendipitous crack in the rock that shelters just enough debris of past disappoint-
ment to tease out a root from a windblown seed.  
I like dirt.  I like it that Jesus had and washed dirty feet.  Some of those same molecules of the mud 
between his toes are in the ground we step on.  I find hope that a whole world lurks under the lawn, 
whose inhabitants are busy renewing the face of the earth.  Dirt is my word.  What’s yours?
Inside this Good Word you’ll find some information about joining me and discovering how your 
own writing might “deepen your faith, strengthen our community and open hearts to love.”  The 
Massachusetts Conference has opened up one night of the workshop at the MA Conference Center 
on October 27th to participants from area congregations.  I hope I’ll see some of you there.  It 
would be great to have friends for the evening.  But if you can’t make it out to FDramingham on 
the 27th, the plan for this spring is to create our own writing workshop right here!     ~ Vicky

pa s to r

Rev. Victoria Alford Guest

o u t r e a c h  m i n i s t e r s

Rev. Dr. John Weagraff

s t u d e n t  m i n i s t e r

Tiffany Spigarolo

d i r e c to r  o f  s p i r i t u a l  v i ta l i t y 
& congregational care

Sarallyn Keller

 a d m i n i s t r at i v e  a s s i s ta n t

Lynne Parker

 o r g a n i s t

Thomas Foster

 c h o i r  d i r e c to r

Susan Setta

c h i l d r e n ’ s  c h o i r  d i r e c to r

Sarallyn Keller

p r e s c h o o l  d i r e c to r

Teresa Iodice

f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s ta n t

Michelle May

c u s to d i a n

George LaBarge

c h u r c h  o f f i c e

2 East Central Street
Natick, MA 01760

t e l e p h o n e

508-653-0971

fa x

508-647-9722

www.FirstChurchNatick.org

e - m a i l

admin@FirstChurchNatick.org
pastor@FirstChurchNatick.org
sarallyn@FirstChrurchNatick.org



Our Tree of Life
We welcome to the world Genevieve 
Ysabe Hijar!  Genevieve was born on 
September 10th to Kristy Szretter and 
Austin Hijar and big sister, Jelena who 
is already 27 months old.  Genevieve 
weighed 6 lbs, 12 oz and was 20 inches 
long.  The proud grandparents are 
Wayne and Jeanette Szretter.

Our good friend, Margaret Carter took a tumble in Septem-
ber and has just returned home from Braintree Rehab.  Cards 
and friendly faces cheering her on in her recovery would be 
most welcome!  Margaret’s address is 10 Western Avenue, 
Natick.
We hold the family of Christine Rigapoulos in our prayers.  
Christine was a member of Bob Whitney’s extended family.  
Her family and friends gathered at Edgell Grove cemetery on 
September 4th to remember her life.  
We also hold in our hearts and prayers, the family and friends 
of Sarah Proctor as they remember her life.  Sarah was the 
sister of Alice Bridinger and the aunt of Wendy Robbins.

We also celebrate with the 
transgender community.  On 
October 1st the Trans Bill 
officially went into effect, 
protecting transgender people 
from discrimination wher-

ever they go in the state.  This historic day was the result of 
much dedication and hard work from many advocates and 
allies.  Thank you for your support in the struggle.

Rally Day wouldn’t 
be Rally Day without 
the presentation of 
Bibles to our third 
graders.  This year, our 
third grade recipients 
were Bianca Basil-

iere, Raquel Basiliere, Lydia Darling, Zachary Duca, Garrett 
High, Ryan McCormack, Emma McElaney, Benjamin Porter, 
Sam Van Geel, Arianna Viale and Gavin Weddle.  In each 
of their Bibles was a highlighted verse, which the children 
and the congregation read together to mark this occasion.  In 
remembrance of September 11th, the verse from John 14:27 
was Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. I do 
not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be 
troubled, and do not let them be afraid.
We celebrate with Allin Congregational Church in Dedham, 
which is the home congregation of our former student min-
ister, Douglas Vooys.  On September 18th, Allin Congrega-
tional Church became one of the newest Open and Affirming 
congregations in the United Church of Christ.  Our ONA 
team was honored to partner with them on their journey to 
this important decision.

Concert Across America to End 
Gun Violence rocks the Common

The Common was rocking with the amazing voices of some 
very talented singers of all ages on September 25 when 
Natick joined with over 350 towns and cities from coast to 
coast to sing out a message of hope that together we can 
reverse the public health epidemic of gun violence in the 
US.  Joining us were the Voices of MetroWest and Mixed 
Nuts from Walnut Hill School for the Arts and the wonderful 
men’s and women’s combined choruses from Natick High 
School and the multigenerational Sound and Spirit.  All the 
groups spontaneously came together behind Reverend Gina 
Praino to sing “We will not give up – This is holy ground” 
as the crowd on the common joined in.  Carolyn Waters of 
Common Street Spiritual Center moved us all with her ver-
sion of “Sometimes I Feel Like a Motherless Child.”  
People networked and signed a petition to call for tighter gun 
control laws and listened as Lieutenant Brian Lauzon from 
the Natick Police Department and Representative David Lin-
sky shared statistics and concerns at the continuing escalation 
in gun related fatalities and injuries.  The last song of Sound 
and Spirit reminded us how we are going to meet this chal-
lenge – not alone, but by leaning on each other and coming 
together, which is just what happened when the concert con-
cluded by singing “Lean On Me.”  Thanks to the many, many 
volunteers who helped to get the word out and welcome the 
crowd in!



Stewardship Moment from worship on 
October 2nd
Shared by Gail Martin & Carolyn Williams
Good morning.  We are here to kick off the 2017 Stewardship Campaign – 
to get us all thinking about our pledge of financial support for next year’s 
operating budget.
This year’s theme is “I’m IN” – as in I am Inspired.  

 � Inspired to Pray; 
 � Inspired to Dream; 
 � Inspired to Learn;
 � Inspired to Sing;
 � Inspired to Gather;
 � Inspired to Work;
 � Inspired to Teach;
 � Inspired to Love.

I was inspired at one ONA meeting when Vicky told us of her conversation 
with a Natick dad, who after parking on Main Street and running an errand, 
returned to his car to find his teenage child in tears at the sight of the trans 
flag.  His child is trans. 
I am inspired by the words of an 11 year old boy – a member of our church 
since birth – who was heard to say, “It is so Good to be Back!” on Rally 
Day Sunday when he saw his friends and got back to his church family after 
a summer of other activities.
I am inspired every June by the testimony of the West Virginia workcampers.
I was inspired by last Sunday’s Concert to End Gun Violence on the Natick 
Common when all the choruses and musical groups that had performed that 
afternoon joined their voices together with everyone gathered on the Com-
mon as we sang We will not Give Up…We will not Give Up… This is Holy 
Ground.”
I am inspired when, in programs put together by Vicky and Sarallyn, my 
eyes are pried open to the racism and prejudice imbedded in our culture 
I find inspiration in the youth of this church – watching them grow and de-
velop and become leaders among their peers – in the classroom, on pilgrim-
age, at City Reach, in West Virginia.  Our church has exposed these young 
people to a world of social issues and possibilities for response and given 
them meaningful opportunities to make a difference.  Watch them now for 
inspiration as they go off in the world.
I am inspired when I help during Family Promise MetroWest hosting week 
to see our families up so early, gathering their children and bravely facing 
another day.  I, who have so much, am astonished at their perseverance after 
having their possessions reduced to what they can carry.
These experiences are what inspire us – and inspire us to support the church 
financially.  Our church will provide you with abundant opportunities for 
growth, renewal, education and engagement.
All you have to do is say, “I’m In!” 
Like most of you, Carolyn & I make donations to support various educa-
tional institutions, the arts & music, and the environment.  Without excep-
tion, we support these groups because of their mission and the leadership 
of the organization.  This is exactly why we give our largest annual contri-
bution to First Church Natick through our annual pledge – because of the 
extraordinary leadership and the mission that inspires us.

2017 Stewardship 
Campaign: “I’m In!”
I’m inspired, I’m innovative, I’m included, I’m 
invested, I’m involved, I’m invited!

The leaves are 
turning, the new 
backpacks have 
a few scuffs, and 
the busy sched-
ules have found 
their rhythm.  
New begin-
nings continue 
to unfold as First 
Church Natick 
embarks on our 
2017 Steward-
ship Program.  
This year’s 
theme is “I’m 

IN.”  We’ll be exploring many ways in which 
each of us is inspired by what we learn, feel, and 
share with each other in this sacred place.  We 
are a congregation that works to make a differ-
ence every day and you, whether a first-time 
visitor or member for many years, are invited to 
travel this road with us.  
May you find comfort, challenge, support, and 
encouragement in this sacred space as we wres-
tle with living our faith (and with our questions).  
Remember, there is no WE without YOU!

Online Giving is up and 
running
A lot has changed since our congregation was 
founded in 1651!  We figure it is about time to 
catch up with some new technology.  Check out 
our website (www.firstchurchnatick.org) for a 
brand new feature – Online Giving. 
If you click on the link, you will find oppor-
tunities to make a donation or contribute to a 
special offering or participate in a fundraiser 
in ways that you might find more convenient 
than check or cash.  You can offset the cost of 
a credit card contribution by clicking on the 
box provided on the donation page.  A process-
ing fee will be added on to your transaction so 
that all of your donation can go toward your 
intended purpose.



Realms of Racism Training
Friday evening, October 21 from 7 to 9 PM & 
Saturday, October 22 from 9 AM to 3 PM

It has been relatively easy for those in this country who don’t 
have to be conscious about the color of their skin to assume 
that the tide of racism has been reversed by the civil rights 
movement of the ‘60’s and policies like affirmative action. 
Many professional people of color are in the workplace.  An 
African American president is in the White House.  Many 
families have become interracial.  But in recent years, that 
comfortable complacency has been regularly shattered by 
the nightly news.  The fear and anger evoked by one shoot-
ing after another reveal that a deep undercurrent of racial 
injustice remains.  
The Realms of Racism Training created by the Connecticut 
Conference of the United Church of Christ hopes to ad-
dress the reality of racism in our society.  This free two-
day workshop seeks to create a common language around 
racism, to unmask racism in our lives, and to encourage 
long-term engagement in racial justice ministry.  We will 
explore the “Inclusivity Spectrum” and what is required to 
make the shift from “Tolerance to Solidarity and Critique” 
so that we are better able to respond to the complex issue of 
racism which is so deeply rooted in our cultural experience 
that we are often unaware of the assumptions that we make.  
The facilitator for this workshop will be our area conference 
minister, the Rev. Kelly Gallagher.  

At the Well 
October 18th, November 6th, November 15th 
at 7 PM in the vestry
Our busy lives leave us thirsty for purpose and meaning.  
Join Sharon Kirby and Linda Champion once or twice a 
month as your schedule allows to refresh yourself “At the 
Well” with mindfulness practices and centering prayer.  
Nudge aside your overwhelmed and over-committed self to 
make room enough for God to show up.

God on Tap is Back!
October 26th and November 30th at the
Morse Tavern @ 7:30 PM
Pub Theology rolled out its third season with the Reverend 
Jamie Green Klopotoski, founder, brewer, and minister of 
the Agape Brewing Community whose mission is to  “brew 
beer, build community, and change the world.”  We sampled 
a half dozen of Agape selections brewed in Jamie’s kitchen 
and a few commercial craft beers, learned about the brewing 
process, asked dozens of questions and concluded our time 
together with a communion service celebrating the long his-
tory of beer and the many hands that create it.
Now armed with new knowledge about IBU’s and ABV’s 
and the difference between lager and ale, we take our educa-
tion on the road to Morse’s Tavern!  The format is simple – 
beverages, munchies, conversation and God.  Everything is 
up for discussion.  
The topic for October is “Where do you fall on the “Smom-
bies” spectrum. “Smombies” are a mash-up of “smart-
phones” and “zombies.” Smombies are those people who 
pay more attention to their smartphones than to where they 
are walking.  One article reported that the city of Augsburg, 
Germany is so concerned for the safety of these pedestrians 
that they embedded traffic lights into the pavement, thus 
eliminating the need to look up before crossing the street.  
Let’s talk about how technology is changing us for the 
better and for the worse.  And let’s talk about the fascina-
tion with zombies in modern culture.  What do the undead 
tell us about ourselves?  A dead person coming back to life 
and wandering the street in his winding clothes is a theme 
relegated to grade B horror movies. or is it?  Consider the 
story of Lazarus in John 11.  Still grade B horror?   Seating 
is limited!

Environmental Action Sunday: 
“Bag It!”
November 6th at noon in the vestry

We are drowning in plastic!  Ameri-
cans use 60,000 plastic bags every 
5 minutes – disposable bags that we 
throw away without much thought.  
But where is away?  And at what 
cost to the environment, marine 
life and human health?  Bag It will 
leave viewers feeling informed and 
empowered to create change starting 
today!

A light lunch will precede the movie.  Other Environmental 
Action Sundays in 2016-17 are  February 5 on “Techniques 
of Organic Landscaping” and May 21 on “Saving Our Pol-
linators to Save Our Planet.”



Sunday mornings, 
October 16, 23 & 30 @ 9 AM

Perhaps you think you know the Old Testament?  Think again.
Back before Stonehenge or the wheel, back before the 
pyramids, math, or even the crudest writing existed, ancient 
peoples gathered and told stories.  They told stories of how 
the world began.  They tried to make sense of the world 
around them and tried to sort out who the gods were and 
what those gods wanted from them.  More than ten thou-
sand years later, one set of those stories has come down to 
us in the form of the Old Testament.  
Jonathan Guest will facilitate this three part series which will 
extend conversations that began in ancient times that attempt-
ed to answer the question of how a good God could allow 
bad things to occur.  Up against disease, drought, marauding 
armies and exile, finding answers to these ultimate questions 
was no small challenge.   Join the conversation and see what 
insights you might uncover in these stories. (Part 2 will take 
place December 4, 11, and 18 at 9 AM).  The cost for the book 
covering both Part I and II of this introduction is $15.  Please 
contact Vicky if a scholarship would be helpful.

Riverbend Bible Study begins at 
the beginning!
October 13, November 3 & December 1 @ 2 PM
The stories in the book of Genesis are among the best-known 
and best-loved stories in Hebrew Scripture – Adam and Eve, 
Noah, Abraham and Sarah, Joseph and his coat of many colors.  
Familiarity makes these stories both compelling and challeng-
ing.  They raise fundamental questions.  Why are we here?  
What does God want with us?  Is God trustworthy?  
We meet in the library at Riverbend Rehab, 34 South Lincoln, 
South Natick, hosted by Barbara Hayes and Alva Chapin.  Our 
meetings occur on the first Thursday of the month, except in 
October when we will meet on October 13th.  We have just 
begun our study, so feel free to jump in any time this fall.  No 
preparation is required.  We will have all the materials on hand 
and can get you up to speed lickety-split if you have to miss a 
session.  If you need transportation to Riverbend, contact the 
church office and we will arrange to pick you up (508-653-
0971 or admin@firstchurchnatick.org).

History night and tour at the 
Evers’ home
Saturday evening, November 19 at 7 PM
Steve and Deb Evers have invited us to join them at 1 Frost 
Street in Natick for a tour of their wonderful historic home 
and a presentation of its role in the history of our town over 
some light refreshments.  Steve is the chairperson of the 
Natick Historical Commission and serves as the curator of 
our church records.  Adults only.  Sign up during coffeehour 
or contact the church office to reserve your spot for a relax-
ing and informative evening with friends.

Geology of Natick
October 15 at 2 PM
Here is a great way to enjoy the fall and learn stuff at the 
same time!
It turns out that we live in an amazing region in New Eng-
land.  This area was formed by glaciers that once covered the 
town.  Geologist Sara Hanna will introduce us to more of the 
secrets of how this place came to be that are just under our 
feet.  Turns out all those hills and drumlins and vernal pools 
and seemingly random boulders that pop up in the most 
unlikely places have quite a story to tell.
We will meet at the church and then head out to see the geo-
logic sights firsthand.  Wear sturdy shoes and dress appropri-
ately for the weather.  Kids are welcome! 

Lunch Bunch 
Friday, October 21 and November 18 
beginning at 12:30 PM
We are off to a great start this fall with Deb Evers’ amazing 
pumpkin bisque soup.  We were joined by Lorraine McNally 
from the Natick Community Center who brought along tons 
of information about programs which the Senior Center will 
be offering in 2016-17.  Several of those programs are fea-
tured elsewhere in this Good Word.
With the growing nip in the air, Lunch Bunch is an ideal way 
to get out of the house and warm up with the company of 
great people and good conversation.  Everybody is welcome 
at “Lunch Bunch!”  Just bring along a brown bag lunch, but 
leave some space for treats because there are always some 
tasty goodies to share.  Even if you can’t linger, stop by and 
say hello.  If you need transportation, contact the church 
office and we would be glad to arrange to pick you up (508-
653-0971 or admin@firstchurchnatick.org).



Our next Family Promise 
MetroWest host week is 
November 20 - 27
Opportunities to sign-up to volunteer will soon be available 
online and during coffeehour in the vestry.  If you wish to 
volunteer, but have not yet attended the mandatory training 
session, the following training opportunities are available.  
No pre-registration is required.
Thursday, October 20, 7:00 - 8:30 PM:
St. Andrews Church, 79 Denton Road, Wellesley
Tuesday, November 1, 7:00 - 8:30 PM
UU Area Church, 1 Washington Street, Sherborn
Thursday, November 17, 7:00 - 8:30 PM
First Parish Framingham UU, 24 Vernon St., Framingham

Town of Natick Care & Prepare 
Emergency Preparedness 
Notification During a Weather Emergency
The Town of Natick wants to be sure that everyone stays safe 
during a weather emergency and is offering a new telephone 
calling and notification service prior to and during signifi-
cant weather events.  If you live alone, have medical condi-
tions that limit your mobility, or if you or someone in your 
home relies on medical equipment that requires electricity, 
we would encourage your participation in this new program.
Forms that you can fill out are available at the Community-
Senior Center or online at http://natickma.gov/1251/Care-
and-Prepare, or you can call 508-647-6540 if you need a 
form mailed to you.
If the town experiences a significant weather emergency, 
you will receive either a pre-recorded message or a personal 
telephone call.  If you don’t answer your phone, the Town of 
Natick will continue to call until they reach you.  If neces-
sary, they will travel to your home to check on you.
There are no fees to participate and the information you pro-
vide will remain confidential.  All completed forms should 
be returned to the Community-Senior Center, 117 East Cen-
tral Street, Natick.

Looking for a “Friendly Face” 
or two!
Our Congregational Care Team would like to invite you to 
help our homebound and elder members feel more con-
nected to their church home, even though circumstances, 
especially in the winter months, prevent them from joining 
us for worship and other events.  We can give you some 
information to help you get to know your person.  Training 
is available if you feel like a rooky and we are happy to go 
along to make introductions.  
The shape of the relationship that you make with your 
homebound member depends on what feels right to the two 
of you.  Maybe it’s dropping by with a bouquet of flowers 
or some homemade bread.  Maybe it’s a monthly visit or 
some combination of cards and phone calls.  If you have 
children at home, perhaps they can brighten the day of an 
“adopted grandparent” but sharing one of their “refrigerator 
art creations.”  Our homebound friends would love to meet 
your children!  
Whatever shape your relationship takes, it will be a sweet 
addition to the routine of some wonderful folks who lav-
ished time and love and talent on this church to make it as 
strong and vibrant as it is today.  
This outreach is very informal.  No meetings to attend, only 
the support that you need to let your new relationship thrive.  
If you are interested in participating, contact the church of-
fice and Vicky and Sarallyn will get you connected (admin@
firstchurchnatick.org or 508-653-0971).

New Member Sundays: 
October 16th and November 20th 
One of the great things about our congregation is its combi-
nation of history and vision. What better season to welcome 
new members into our community than the fall when our 
ancestors in faith first encountered the rocky New England 
coast.  Their story connects us with both our deep roots in 
the beginnings of this country and also with our bold hopes 
to be a witness of God’s extravagant welcome long into the 
future.  
If you have decided that this is the right time for you to 
make a commitment to membership, it would be a privilege 
and pleasure to welcome you into our fellowship during 
our Sunday morning worship on October 16th when we 
celebrate the 13th anniversary of our Open and Affirming 
covenant or Thanksgiving Sunday, November 20th.  As we 
affirm in our bylaws, membership matters. “Members shape 
the direction and provide the leadership that empowers us 
as a community and as individuals to ‘express the love and 
welcome of Christ.’  We believe that church membership 
provides a unique opportunity to live more fully into and to 
express our faith.”  



New Advent Devotional from 
the Stillspeaking Writers Group
The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down 
with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 
and a little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall 
graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall 
eat straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play over the 
hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on 
the adder’s den. They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy 
mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the 
Lord as the waters cover the sea.  Isaiah 11:6-9
Wolves and Lambs: Advent Devotional 2016 from the Still-
speaking Writers’ Group is not a typical – or tame – Advent 
devotional.  This unique collection of Advent devotions will 
push and challenge you through the season as much as it will 
inspire and enlighten you.
Wolves and Lambs begins on the first Sunday of Advent 
(November 27) and includes a scripture verse and prayer for 
each day of Advent and Christmas Day. 
Devotional titles include: Wolves Are Coming, Locusts and 
Chocolate, Rats and Cats Rejoicing Together, Preaching to 
the Choir, A House for the Homeless Messiah, and Holy Ap-
plause.  
Why did the Stillspeaking Writers’ Group choose the title, 
Wolves and Lambs?  “We think the image of a wolf and a 
lamb lying down together should be comforting, yes, even 
sweet.  But it should also be deeply unnerving.  As the first 
Christmas was.  As this one will be, if Isaiah and God – and 
we  have anything to say about it.”
These readings are a great way to center your spirits in the 
hectic holiday season and open yourself to receive the gifts 
of peace and love and hope and joy that Advent offers to all 
who seek the real “reason for the season.”
A $3 donation will help us defray the cost of offering these 
booklets.

Take Me Home, Country Roads!
There is a growing number of people at First Church Natick 
for which the John Denver Song, “Country Roads” has a 
deep meaning.  Of course I’m speaking of the folks who 
have made the annual trek to Lincoln – Cabell County West 
Virginia Workcamp.  First Church Natick has been send-
ing a group of youth and adults to West Virginia for more 
than 20 years.  This past June, 20 of us loaded up two large 
capacity passenger vans and headed south to take part in the 
week-long mission of making homes near Huntington, West 
Virginia, warm, safe and dry.  
Almost everyone who signs up to go on the trip for the first 
time thinks that they are going to go to a disadvantaged area 
of the country and do something good and make someone 
else’s life better.  What they discover in West Virginia is that 
the workcamp’s motto “Love Works” is true in more ways 
than they can express – in the faith that is lived out by the 
community of both workcampers and homeowners; in the 
special bonds of friendships that develop; and in the new-
found understanding that perhaps they have been changed 
by this experience more than those they thought they were 
going to help.
West Virginia Workcamp has become more than just an an-
nual tradition at First Church.  We invite you to hear more 
about this incredible, transformative experience during wor-
ship on October 30.  



Where faith fits into 
football
A reflection by Student Minister, 
Tiffany Spigarolo
I can’t believe that it is October and that I have 
been blessed to be with this church for a month 
now.  I thought I would take some time to con-
tinue to introduce myself and help everyone get 
to know me a little bit better.  
I am an avid football fan!  I love the New Eng-
land Patriots and the University of Alabama.  I 
grew up with brothers who played the sport and 
while watching them I fell in love.  I have been 
blessed to be able to attend many games while 
volunteering for their charitable foundation.  
But while in the stands of the game I always 
wonder where faith fits into football.  
Could it be that football is a part of someone’s 
faith?  After all, it does happen on Sundays 
with a group of people who are cheering for the 
same thing.  What about the players that pray 
before taking the field and after the game is fin-
ished, taking time to thank God for the ability to 
play such an amazing game.  We are told from a 
young age that God is everywhere so why could 
he not be with the fans of a football game as 
well?  One of my favorite parts of an NFL game 
is when the game is finished and the teams 
have shaken hands, there is an optional prayer 
circle that forms in the center of the field.  It is 
a moment in football that many fans don’t get a 
chance to see because they are to busy heading 
to their cars; it is not a moment that is televised 
either.  A moment where a group of players take 
a knee together, no matter what team or faith 
tradition, to thank God for another amazing day.  
When walking through life, God has a place 
in all things that we do.  There are going to 
be winning seasons of life and losing seasons.  
Moments to celebrate and moments to reflect 
on what we could have done better.  But that 
moment after the game I will take a knee and 
remember to thank God because it is only with 
him on my team that I can succeed. 

October 16th is ONA Sunday! 
On October 16th we will celebrate the 13th anniversary of 
the adoption of our Open and Affirming covenant:
The First Congregational Church of Natick affirms the 
dignity and worth of every person. We are called to express 
the love and welcome of Christ. We celebrate the diversity of 
God’s creation and the gifts, talents and resources of all who 
strive to build a church that is faithful to God.
We, therefore, covenant to be an open and affirming congre-
gation. We embrace and support those who experience rejec-
tion and find themselves in exile from spiritual community. 
We welcome people of every ability, race, culture, gender, 
economic circumstance, gender identity, gender expression 
and sexual orientation.
Our guest preacher for our an-
niversary celebration will be 
Professor Gary Bailey, D.H.L , 
MSW, ACSW.  Gary Bailey is 
Professor of Practice at Sim-
mons College Graduate School 
of Social Work where he directs 
the Urban Leadership Certifi-
cate Program, and coordinates 
the Dynamics of Racism and 
Oppression Sequence.  
In June 2010, he was elected 
President of the International 
Federation of Social Workers. 
He is the first person of color 
to have held this post and only the third American to do so.  
He has received numerous prestigious awards throughout 
his career including: the  Boston University School of Social 
Work Award for Outstanding Contributions to the Field of 
Social Work; the Wayne S. Wright Advocacy Award from the 
Multicultural AIDS Coalition; the Congressman Gerry Studs’ 
Visibility Award from Boston’s Fenway Community Health 
Center. 
Professor Bailey is Vice Chair of the Board of Women of the 
Dream, Inc. (WOD), which is a national nonprofit organiza-
tion based in Camden, NJ, whose primary focus is to  enable 
socially and economically disadvantaged girls, ages 12-18,  
to achieve their fullest potential and lead purposeful, healthy 
lives with guidance and education.  He is a member and 
trustee of Union United Methodist Church, which was the na-
tion’s first reconciling church with a historically Black con-
gregation.  Recognized by Social Work Magazine in 2016 as 
one of the nations “10 Dedicated and Deserving Social Work-
ers,” Professor Bailey is a frequent contributor to national 
publications such as the Huffington Post where he writes on 
topics such as sexual identity, racism and oppression. 



A Weekend to Remember 

Reconnect, Refresh, Renew: Retreat on Beautiful 
Lake Winnipesauke!

November 11-13

“For you shall go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains and the hills before you shall break forth into 
singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.” 

~ Isaiah 55:12
Don’t miss out on this fabulous opportunity to reconnect and be refreshed and renewed!  Make time to relax and engage 
with each other this fall on the Veteran’s Day Weekend at the beautiful Brookwoods Conference Center, located at 
the southern end of Lake Winnipesaukee.  The conference center sits on more than 475 acres of woodlands in the New 
Hampshire Lakes Region overlooking Lake Winnipesauke.  The comfortable lodging and delicious meals will be sure to 
make this a memorable retreat for everyone.  (Picture summer camp on a lake with bunkhouse cabins spaced throughout 
the woods with a big dining hall with meeting spaces, ping-pong, pool tables and foosball.)  The perfect place for people 
of all ages to relax your body, refresh your soul, renew your mind and reconnect with one another!  (We are especially 
hoping to have families with children join us for the weekend!)  
We can’t spend time in the White Mountains of New Hampshire and not focus on nature and the environment, so the 
overarching theme of the retreat is “Connecting with Nature”.  There will be lots of opportunities to enjoy the stark 
outdoor beauty of the area – New Hampshire offers so much - even in the offseason - hiking; fairy houses; journaling; 
painting; just to name a few structured activities available.  The lake might be too cold to take a dip, but it will be beauti-
ful to behold!
Retreats, as time and space set apart from the everyday demands of life, offer the possibility of renewing ourselves and 
renewing our relationships with God and others. This retreat promises participants a time and space to be fully pres-
ent; to do work that is hard to accomplish, or to partake in reflection that eludes us in the regular rhythm of our lives.  
Throughout the Gospels, we find Jesus retreating for prayer in the midst of his preaching, teaching and healing.  Let’s 
follow his lead and get away from the chaos of life for a few hours to reconnect with nature.
We will arrive at Brookwoods for dinner on Friday, November 11 and stay through lunch on Sunday.  The cost of the 
retreat for 2 nights lodging and 5 meals is $135 /person (you may upgrade to a private room for an additional $40/room 
– private rooms are limited so get your reservation in as soon as possible).  Contact Sarallyn Keller to express interest in 
the trip or with questions. (Sarallyn@firstchurchnatick.org / 508-740-3134)

We need your reservation and a deposit of $75/person by October 16.



Natick Open Studios
Saturday, October 15 from 11 AM to 5 PM 
Sunday, October 16 from noon to 5 PM

Now in its 16th year, 
Natick Artists Open 
Studios is comprised of 
over 80 artists who live, 
work or show in Natick, 
plus guest artists.  Open 
Studios is committed to 
bringing art to the local 
community by opening 
up studios and welcom-
ing conversations about 
the experience of creat-

ing art.  It offers the opportunity to see art, learn about 
how it is made, and buy local art directly from the 
artists.  Participants include painters, photographers, 
creators of jewelry, ceramicists, sculptors and wood-
workers, as well as paper, fabric, glass and garden 
artists.
This year our congregation will be one of the lo-
cations, where local artists will be exhibiting.  In 
celebration of the 13th anniversary of our Open and 
Affirming Covenant, we also hope to showcase some 
of the art of OUT MetroWest, which hosts and pro-
motes social, educational and supportive programs for 
gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender and queer middle 
and high school youth in MetroWest Boston.  

Take a moment to review 
your Quarterly Giving 
Statement
We hope you received your quarterly giving statement 
and that you will take a moment to review it.  Quar-
terly statements are prepared for all those who make 
a pledge during our annual Stewardship Campaign.  
Annual statements are sent to all contributors at year’s 
end for your tax purposes.
It is simple to receive annual statements if you do 
not currently and you would like to receive them for 
your records.  You do not need to make a pledge.  You 
simply need to identify the gift — either by contribut-
ing with a check or requesting offering envelopes or 
placing cash in the generic giving envelopes that are 
available at the entries to the sanctuary.  Please be 
sure to note your name on these envelopes so that we 
can credit your contribution to your account!  If you 
have questions, just contact the church office (508-
653-0971 or admin@FirstChurchNatick.org) and we 
will find the answer.

Join in our 
Thanksgiving Ingathering 
Sunday, November 20th!

Thanks to your regular donations and donations from others in our 
community, the Natick Food Pantry is able to help keep food on the 
table for  those in our town for whom a job loss or a health crisis or a 
car breakdown or a heating bill has forced them 
to cut back on groceries.  And during the holi-
days, the Natick Service Council reaches out to 
provide more than just the essentials. This year 
the Natick Service Council will again distribute 
more than 150 Thanksgiving baskets to local 
families in need.  
Again this year, we will focus our energy for Thanksgiving on gather-
ing the perishable and other items NSC needs for the baskets that 
make the Thanksgiving meal feel like a bounty of God’s goodness!   
Please look through the list below of the perishable and other items 
that the Service Council needs for the Thanksgiving baskets, and on  
November 20th, bring whatever you can contribute to worship for our 
Thanksgiving Ingathering.  

• Potatoes
• Onions

• Squash
• Stuffing mix

• Canned cranberry sauce
• Turkey gravy in jar

Buy a homemade pie for Thanksgiving 
from the West Virginia Workcampers & 
help the underprivileged in Appalachia

and our neighbors in Natick, too!
Place your order by Sunday, November 20th! 
Pies may be delivered to you (in Natick only) or picked up in the 

church kitchen on  Wednesday, November 23rd 
(1 – 3 PM & 5 – 8 PM).

Please complete this order form and place it in the offering plate or 
mail to the church office (2 E. Central St., Natick).

*** Please make checks payable to “WV Workcamp” ***

Name _______________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________
Phone  ______________________________________________
 Quantity for my family:
___ 9” pumpkin: $10    ___ 9” apple: $12       ___ 9” pecan: $15
___  I wish to have my order delivered  (Natick residents only).
___  I want to donate a pie(s) to the Natick Service  Council 

Thanksgiving  Basket Project.    
 __ 9” pumpkin: $10   ___ 9” apple: $12    ___ 9” pecan: $15
  



SAVE THE DATE!

KEEP THE PROMISE

Join Family Promise for Evening of Food Tasting 
to Benefit Families who are Homeless

November 5th
6:00 - 10:00 PM

Temple Shir Tivka, 
141 Boston Post Rd., Wayland

LIVE MUSIC
LIVE AUCTIONEER

Kenneth W. Van Blarcom

RESTAURANT VENDORS
 Bertucci’s ~ British Beer Company  
Conrad’s Restaurant ~ Whole Foods  

Keefe Technical ~  Skybokx 109 
~ Nordstrom Cafe Bistro ~ 

Papa Razzi Trattoria  
P.F. Chang’s ~ Zoup ~ The Melting Pot 

 John Harvard’s Brewery ~ Lola’s 
Lookout Farm ~ Neiman Marcus Cafe 

TICKETS
$75 each

to purchase tickets, visit 
www.familypromisemetrowest.org

BENEFACTOR TICKETS: 
$250

(includes 2 tickets to the Event 
& Special Gift Bag)

PURCHASE A TABLE FOR 10
Purchase a table for 10 and have reserved seating with 

signage on the table.

Strategies for Improving 
Executive Function Skills
Monday,  October 17, 6:30 PM at Wilson 
Middle School, Natick
For parents and caregivers (elementary and middle school)
Learn strategies from a leading expert on developing your 
child’s executive function skills at home, including organiz-
ing materials, managing time, completing tasks and creating 
a productive homework space. 

Town Hall Forum on Underage 
Drinking
Wednesday, October 26,  7-9 PM at Natick 
High School
For parents, caregivers and students (middle and high school) 
What can parents and communities do to decrease the rates of 
addiction among young people?  Learn from experts about the 
links between underage drinking and other drug use and hear 
local statistics about Natick’s adolescent substance use rates.

Supporting Girls Through 
Adolescence
Wednesday, November 2, 7 - 9 PM at Natick 
High School 
For parents and caregivers (all grades).  How do we support 
our tween/teen girls in an empowering & compassionate 
way?  Join psychologist and best selling author Lisa Damour, 
PhD, as she discusses her ground-breaking (and reassuring) 
book Untangled: Supporting Girls Through the 7 Stages of 
Adolescence and takes audience questions.

Natick Opioid Forum 
Rescheduled
Tuesday, November 15, 6:30  PM at the 
Morse Institute Library
Due to a scheduling conflict, the “Continuing the Conversa-
tion” community forum about the opioid crisis was post-
poned until after Town Meeting in order to ensure that key 
town leaders are present for this important discussion with 
community members.  The new forum will take place on 
November 15, 2016, 6:30-8:30 PM at the Morse Institute 
Library. Your voice is important!  We hope you will be there!



Join Vicky at
“Writing that Opens the Door” 
with author Karen Hering
Thursday, October 27, 7 – 9 PM,
Edwards House, 1 Badger Road, Framingham
What does it mean to welcome others in true hospitality?  In 
times when words are often used to build walls separating us 
from one another, you are invited to reflect on the meaning 
of hospitality, while experiencing a spiritual practice of writ-
ing that can open the door of your heart.  Bring something to 
write with and on; everything else is provided.
Contact the church office by October 19th if you are inter-
ested in attending (admin@FirstChurchNatick.org or 508-
653-0971).
The cost is $20 per person, but only $15 per person if we 
have a group of three or more.
Rev. Karen Hering is author of “Writing to Wake the Soul: 
Opening the Sacred Conversation Within,” named one of the 
best spiritual books of 2013 and winner of a Silver Nautilus 
Award, recognizing books that “inspire and connect our 
lives.”  Serving as consulting literary minister in St. Paul, 
Minnesota, she engages writing as a spiritual practice and a 
tool for healing and social action, offering retreats and work-
shops in congregations, retreat centers, and conferences. For 
more information, visit www.karenhering.com.

“A Conversation with Our 
Neighbors”
Sunday, October 23, 3:00 PM at the Morse 
Institute Library
Join Shaheen Akhtar, educator and interfaith liaison at Way-
land’s Islamic Center of Boston, for a presentation and dis-
cussion on Islam.  Akhtar’s purpose is to dispel lies regarding 
Islam and to help those of other faiths understand the beliefs 
of Islam and the ways it is connected with other religions.
The program is free and open to the public.

A reflection by Sarallyn Keller
There are many things that make me crazy.  This month my 
crazy-inducing thing is that every year millions of people in the 
United States don’t vote.  This is unacceptable.  In this 2016 
election cycle, with its heightened polarization, partisanship 
and mean-spiritedness, it may seem especially difficult for 
people of faith to engage in the electoral process in a meaning-
ful and faithful way.  But now, perhaps more than ever, it is 
critical to find ways to bring an alternative voice and witness 
to the public sphere where our faith, our vote and our voice can 
make a difference!
You could choose to look at your vote as a spiritual practice – 
an opportunity to show love for our neighbors – the low wage 
earners, the children attending a sub-standard school in an 
urban district, the small business or family farm owners strug-
gling to stay afloat, the African American teens caught in the 
cradle to prison pipeline, the addicts trying to break the cycle 
of addiction, the families grieving the death of a child to gun 
violence, the displaced refugees around the globe… I could 
go on and on.
In the words of UCC Executive Minister, Rev. Traci Black-
mon, “For people of faith, the public arena we know as 
‘politics’ represents much more than the partisan politicking 
we see on the news.  It is a means by which we live out the 
commandment to love our neighbor as ourselves.”   If you are 
having a hard time finding inspiration for yourself, can you 
do it for one of your neighbors?  Can you do it for those not 
as fortunate or privileged as yourself?  
There are myriad reasons to cast your vote this November 
8th – you could use your vote to uplift the common good and 
to better the lives of our neighbors here and around the world.  
Whatever your reasons, just get out and vote!  No excuses! 
Let’s engage in this important work together – join our voices 
together to be heard above the negativism and cynicism and 
show that love wins!



Friday, October 21, 7:00 - 10:00 PM
Walnut Hill School Delbridge Family Center 
for the Arts, 12 Highland Street, Natick
Come “Fall For Natick” and join the Natick Service Council  
for a fun night out!  The NSC is thrilled to be holding this 
event at Walnut Hill’s new space – the Delbridge Family Cen-
ter for the Arts!  You will be one of the first to see this beauti-
ful new building while celebrating an organization that has 
been a safety-net for Natick families for over 50 years. There 
will be fantastic silent and live auction items from Natick 
and beyond.  So don’t miss this opportunity to eat some great 
food, get some great deals and see some great friends!

Heritage Chorale Fall Concert:
“Great Opera Choruses”
Sunday, November 20th, 4:00 PM, 
Keefe Technical High School, Framingham
The opening concert of the Heritage Chorale’s 80th season 
showcases memorable opera choruses such as The Toreador 
Song, The Anvil Chorus, and Va Pensiero (Chorus of the 
Hebrew Slaves) – all sung in English and with professional 
soloists and full orchestra.
Singing in the concert from First Church Natick are Barb 
Bertram, Jonathan Guest, Ken High and Sarallyn Keller.
Tickets are available online at HeritageChorale.org or at the 
door the afternoon of the concert.
Children 6 - 17: $8
College Students & Senior Citizens: &16
General Admission: $20

Ahhhh, fall in New England!
Our First Church Natick Annual Family Hike took place on 
a perfect, crisp fall afternoon in September.  Two groups of 
intrepid hikers (and two dogs) started out from two separate 
parking lots in Caryl Park in Dover to make the trek to the 
top of Noanet Peak.  The two groups miraculously met up 
just below the summit and we all enjoyed a fantastic view 
of the Boston skyline before making the descent back to our 
cars together to enjoy a taste of fall in the form of cider and 
doughnuts!  

Join the “First Ladies” Pub Trivia 
Team on Sunday, November 6th
7:45 PM at the Dolphin Restaurant
The women of First Church Natick will gather again for 
the second Pub Trivia Night of the fall.  We’ve had a good 
showing in the past and hope to continue to trivia glory!  So 
put on your trivia cap and come with other women from the 
congregation for a relaxed and friendly evening as we enjoy 
conversation, laughter food and drink and put our trivia 
knowledge to the test!
Contact Gretchen Dubois at gdubois2003@gmail.com to 
RSVP or with any questions.



Spooktacular on the Natick 
Common
For ages 3 - 9
Saturday, October 29th
Festivities begin @ 12:00 PM 
Great Pumpkin Smash @ 1:30 PM
Parade @ 2:00 PM

Join in Natick’s 18th 
annual “Spooktacular 
Event” Halloween 
Party and Trick or 
Treat Parade.  Activi-
ties and attractions in-
clude “Balloon Twist-
er,” fire trucks, cookie 
decorating, pumpkin 
decorating, donut-on-
a-string, temporary 
tattoos, bookmobile, 
apple cider, and Guess 
the Weight of the 
“Great” Pumpkin.  At 
2:00 PM, there will 

be two separate children’s parades winding their way 
through downtown seeking candy and treats.
The rain date will be Sunday, October 30th at noon, but 
there will be no parade through the downtown area with 
a reschedule.  

The First Church Natick Book 
Group is going to the movies!
Wednesday, October 12 @ 4:45 PM
Join us at the AMC Framingham to see the movie, Queen 
of Katwe (PG) – the colorful true story of a young girl 
selling corn on the streets of rural Uganda whose world 
rapidly changes when she is introduced to the game of 
chess, and, as a result of the support she receives from her 
family and community, is instilled with the confidence 
and determination she needs to pursue her dream of be-
coming an international chess champion.
We’ll go out for dinner after the movie.  Look for us in the 
lobby both before and after the show.  

An Easy Way to Make a Difference: 
Join the Worship or Greeter Team!
You know the old saying: Many hands make light work.  Each 
Sunday we put that old saying into practice with a team of people 
who make sure that everything is ready for action at 10:30 AM!  
We want to roll out the proverbial “red carpet” for our visitors 
and create a welcome that lets everyone feel at home.  
Neither rocket science nor brain surgery is involved.  Team 
members rotate responsibility of preparing the sanctuary for 
worship on Sunday – assisting newcomers, reading Scripture, 
collecting the offering and serving communion.  We pair veter-
ans and newbies.  You always have buddies!  You can pick the 
Sundays that work for your schedule.  All you need to do is ar-
rive approximately 30 minutes ahead to set-up and then remain 
about 15 minutes to close up.  
If that feels too complicated for the beginning of your week, 
perhaps you would be able to be a greeter.  Greeters arrive about 
20 minutes before worship to welcome members and friends and 
visitors as they enter the church through side parking lot/office 
entrance or the front (East Central Street) doors.  Walking into 
a strange church can be a little intimidating and there is nothing 
better to banish stress of the unfamiliar than a smile and a hand-
shake and some suggestions on where to hang your coat or find 
your way upstairs.  It is a great way to meet some of the folks 
before worship even begins.  It’s really that simple to make a 
difference.  You pick the Sunday that works for you.  You aren’t 
adding anything on to your to-do list, because you are coming to 
worship anyway!
Contact the church office (admin@FirstChurchNatick.org; 508-
653-0971) and choose a Sunday that works for you!

Holy Humor



ELECTRONICS & 
APPLIANCE RECYCLE DAY 

Saturday, November 5, 1:00 - 5:00 PM
in the church parking lot

Got junk?  See the list of items below that you can 
easily get rid of on November 5th, right in the church 

parking lot!  
(All items must be emptied of all gas and/or water.

Free: 
Keyboards; lead acid batteries; cell phones; etc.

$5 each:
All kinds of Electronics: Monitors, Computers, 

Stereos, Radios, DVD’s
$10 each:

Small TV’s, All kinds of Appliances: Dishwashers, 
Stoves, Washer, Dryer, Water Heaters Microwaves, 

Lawn Mowers, Snow Blowers, Exercise Equipment, 
AC Units, Dehumidifiers, Small Engine Items, etc.

$15 each:  Large TV’s over 20”
$20 each: TV in wood cabinet/casing

Spread the word!  Family & friends from all towns 
are welcome to participate. 

Questions?
Contact Dennis Wood at denwaynewood@yahoo.com.

This event is run by CRT Recycling Inc., a MA Class A 
Permitted Universal Recycling Facility.  

A portion of the proceeds will benefit FCC.

(Prices are subject to change.)

Flowers for Worship
Do you have a loved one 
whose memory you would like 
to honor, or an anniversary or 
occasion that you would like to 
celebrate?  Or perhaps you just 
want to give a “shout-out” to 
God for the goodness of life?  
Whatever the reason, what bet-
ter way to lift it up than to say 
it with flowers!   Contact the 
church office to reserve your 
date and make arrangements 
for the delivery of your flowers 
(admin@FirstChurchNatick.
org or 508/653-0971).

The Rainbow Peace Flag Story:
A Free Concert to celebrate 
Kindness, Peace and Connection
Featuring Folk Artist Lucie Blue
October 21st, 7:00 - 9:00 PM at the 
Common Street Spiritual Center
Please join us for this free concert featuring renowned folk artist 
Lucie Blue. The story of folks in our town rallying to put up rain-
bow peace flags after Cari and Lauri Ryding’s flag was taken and 
home egged made the national news. When Lucie Blue heard it she 
reached out and offered to give us a free concert to celebrate. We 
have a Rainbow Peace Flag Project in Natick that is turning into 
a movement, and we’re bringing folks together for this concert to 
hear the story and continue to build its momentum as it continues. 
The rainbow peace flag is displayed throughout the world as a sign 
of diversity and inclusiveness. Now more than ever, it is important 
that we spread our message: To extend kindness and caring across 
national borders, with love that includes people of all sexualities, 
genders, abilities, religions, races, and cultures, and to condemn 
acts of violence and hatred, embracing peaceful dialogue instead.
FREE Flags (and now Rainbow Peace Magnets) will be available, 
free of charge (while funding permits) to anyone.
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We’re looking for a few wise men and women, teens, kids
and babies on November 27th!

Our Living Crèche has become a town event!  Families in the area come back year after year and say that their kids couldn’t 
wait!  It’s fun, it’s easy, and it is the reason for the season.  In thirty minutes and a costume change, you can be the Word 
made flesh!  
The crèche runs from 3:30 to 4:30 PM.  Not only is it a lot of fun – it’s for a good cause.  You can sign up for a shift during 
coffeehour any Sunday, or you can contact the church office and let us know whether you prefer 3:30 or 4:00 PM.  We have 
costumes — all we need are a few good sports to brave the chill.  The time goes so fast with all the hustle and bustle of the 
tree lighting on the Common and the family-friendly Holiday Outreach Project.  In thirty minutes, you are sure to get into the 
Christmas spirit!
and...
Don’t miss the Strike Up the Band brass quintet and carols on the front steps, adding many festive notes to our great Advent 
tradition of the Living Nativity. 
Please consider bringing an item to the Living Nativity to donate to the Natick Food Pantry and remember the reason for the 
season. Your gifts will reach out to those, who like Mary and Joseph, had to depend on the generosity of others when the time 
came for their baby to be born.  Suggested items: meals-in-a-box, personal care items, baby-care items or children’s lunch 
snacks are especially appreciated.


