
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children’s Lenten Stewardship Project 
 

How can an insect that only weighs as much as a raisin fly 3000 miles to the exact same 
location from which its ancestor came when it’s never even been there before? Every fall 
Monarch butterflies tackle that challenge. Some migrate to southern California and Florida, 
while others make the journey down to Michoacan, Mexico. In Mexico, they huddle together on 
the old growth trees in the shelter of their wooded winter habitat.  
The habitat of the Monarch is shrinking and so is their population. Scientists estimate that the 
population is now 37% below average. Some estimate that there is a 50% chance that the 
Monarch may go quasi-extinct in the next 20 years.  
The milkweed plant on which the Monarchs lay their eggs used to be abundant in our fields and 
along our roadsides. Now those plants are being eradicated as a result of development and by 
the widespread use of Monsanto’s Round Up weed killer. At the same time that the summer 
habitat of the Monarch has grown smaller, illegal logging is claiming more and more of the 
butterfly’s winter habitat in Mexico.  
I invite you in this Lenten season, when one of the symbols for the great mystery of resurrection 
is the butterfly, to join our children in their special stewardship project to help preserve the 
winter habitat – south, central Mexico – for the Monarch so that they and their children and 
their children’s children will be able to continue to marvel at these brilliant flashes of orange, 
black and white pollinating summer flowers. 

Let’s do our part to help provide the important winter habitat  
for the butterflies we enjoy in our gardens in the summer! 

We	  hope	  you	  will	  add	  your	  spare	  change	  to	  the	  children’s	  offering	  during	  Lent	  and	  be	  a	  
part	  of	  a	  project	  that	  not	  only	  protects	  the	  old	  growth	  forests	  that	  are	  home	  to	  the	  
Monarch	  in	  the	  winter,	  but	  also	  improves	  the	  standard	  of	  living	  for	  the	  surrounding	  
communities.	  


