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Ah, April is a fickle month…
One day the temperature soars, and we are ready to move the houseplants onto the porch and 
chuck our sweaters and jackets. The next day the temperature dips, and flurries are in the forecast.  
But eventually, every year the roller-coaster of early spring settles down.  We just have to be 
patient.
With spring weather on its way, once more the rainbow chairs on our Front Porch will offer a 
welcome spot for passersby to sit a bit and enjoy the changing season.  But this summer we hope 
to invite more than humans to enjoy the sun out front.  We want to invite pollinators to First 
Church Natick!
Pollinators are important.  Experts say that one third of our total diet is dependent, directly or 
indirectly, upon pollinators.  Their future and our future are linked, and their future depends 
on what we do today.  When habitat is increasingly fragmented by development, expanding 
the availability of diverse, pesticide-free native plants in little pocket gardens can make a big 
difference. 
This spring, we are sending out an invitation to our 
downtown pollinators by planting native species 
near our Front Porch to support these hard-working 
neighbors on which so much of the bounty of our 
world depends.  Just like our community veggie 
garden, our pollinator garden will be another way 
for our “Front Porch” to witness to the values that 
make us who we are at First Church Natick.  Our 
fall Outreach survey showed that the environment is 
a priority.  We want to follow up on that priority and 
show our community that it is possible to expand 
habitat if we can work together.
You can help us get started, and in the process create a Front Porch that is “buzzing” with activity.  
The children are collecting coins this spring to create a pollinator garden as their conservation 
project with Roots and Shoots – the organization that the Children’s Stewardship Offering has 
been supporting in 2018-19.  
You don’t have to be a kid to participate.  Whatever your age, you are most welcome to add your 
coins to the “Roots and Shoots tube” any Sunday.  As the spring progresses, we also hope to 
offer a range of opportunities to support the pollinator garden project – from buying a gift card to 
digging in the dirt!
On Sunday, April 28, as part of our Earth Day celebration, Sarallyn Keller will present a program 
following worship as part of our Environmental Action series on “Planting a Pollinator Garden.”  
You can read more about it inside this Good Word. But you don’t have to wait for April 28th.  You 
can get started right away on improving the environment for pollinators at home by eliminating 
systemic pesticides like neonicotinoids from your garden and landscaping.
Thor Hanson concludes his great new book called Buzz: The Nature and Necessity of Bees with 
the perfect quotation from his young son, “The world could do without us, but it couldn’t do 
without bees.” There are so many ways that we can step up and protect the environment for 
pollinators and all our other fellow creatures, but few of those actions are as mesmerizing or 
rewarding as watching bumblebees work the blossoms.  
I can’t wait!



Tree of Life
Congratulations to Victor Shi, First 
Church Natick member and recent 
graduate of Natick High.  Victor 
graduated from his training at the 
end of March and started in his first 
job as a Marine. He is now Private 
First Class (PFC) Shi and expects 

to be out in California for the forseeable future. 
Victor was one of six in his class who graduated with a 
100% for his GPA!  His new position is in accounting and 
organizing.  His official ‘home’ is 3rd Battalion 7th Marines 
Regiment H (Headquarters) Division.  He now has liberty and 
is playing soccer and going to movies for his downtime.  He 
asked Deede to say hello to his First Church Natick friends!  

We hold our music director, Tom Foster and 
his family in our prayers.  Tom’s father, Dick 
died suddenly at the age of 87 on March 22nd.   
He had served on the faculty of Buffalo State 
College for 35 years as Professor of Geology.  
Family and friends gathered to remember and 
celebrate his life on April 5th in Fredonia, NY.

Our prayers hold Lynn Carriker and her 
family.  Lynn’s mother, Ruth Northrup died 
on March 25th surrounded by her loved 
ones.  Her grandson, Matt officiated at the 
service to remember and celebrate her long 
life.  Her obituary remembers her as someone 
who always gave more than she took and left 
behind a legacy of love and a strong family bond. 
Our prayers surround Jessamyn Martin 
and her family.  Her grandmother, 
Barbara Olmstead died on March 25th 
at the age of 97.  Family and friends 
gathered to celebrate her life on April 
4th at the First Congregational Church in 
East Longmeadow where she had been a 
long time member.

On March 10th we gathered in the sanctuary 
and at a reception following the memorial 
service to remember and celebrate the life 
of our good friend, Faye Rogers Baron who 
died at home on February 27.  Faye joined 
our congregation just a few months ago on 
Thanksgiving Sunday.  

We hold Myriam Jennings and her whole 
family both in the US and in Chile in our 
prayers.  Myriam’s father, Juan died on 
February 12th.  Keith and Myriam were able 
to travel to Chile to be with him in the final 
days of his illness and then to join with more 
than 500 people who gathered to remember 
and honor his life on February 15th.

We hold Peter Hoge and his family in our hearts as they 
gather to remember and celebrate the life of his aunt, 
Athena Havens in California.  Athena was his mother’s 
twin sister.  She died on March 28th.
Our prayers surround Audra Mackey and her family.  Her 
grandmother, Nancy died on March 22nd.
We hold the Levesque family in our prayers.  
Dave’ uncle, the Rev. Robert Levesque died 
on February 4th.  He was ordained in 1960 
and served as a Missionary Oblate priest 
for 58 years in Lowell and NH and CT and 
ME.  Family and friends and the Oblate 
community gathered to celebrate his life on 
February 11th in Tewksbury at the Chapel at 
the Immaculate Heart of Mary Residence.
Our prayers surround Chuck Toye and his 
family.  They gathered on February 5th at St. 
Mary’s Church in Longmeadow to celebrate 
the life of Chuck’s father, Charles who died 
on January 30th following a long battle with 
leukemia.  Not only was he a proud father and 
grandfather, he was also famous for landing 
a 670 lb. tuna on a hand line, assisted by his 
mom, Celiene when he was growing up on Cape Ann!  That 
is impressive!
Pam Weagraff and Ulrike Mende traveled back to 
Germany in March to remember and celebrate the life of 
their dear friend Heinz.  They had been able to send one of 
the shawls from our prayer shawl outreach to him to wrap 
him in our love and hope as he began the last part of his 
life journey - another reminder of how God knits us into a 
wider community despite the miles that separate us.
We also hold our neighbors at St. Pat’s/St. Linus in our 
prayers.  Retired bishop, the Rev. Walter Edyvean died 
suddenly on February 2nd at the age of 80.  He had called 
Natick and the Natick Catholic Community home since his 
retirement.  Rev. Edyvean was an Auxiliary Bishop Emeritus 
of the Archdiocese of Boston.  He had also served on the 
faculty of St. John’s Seminary in Brighton.  The community 
gathered to give thanks for his life on February 8th at St. 
Patrick’s in Natick.
We celebrate the 
baptism of Lucas 
with the Albanese 
family and friends 
during worship on 
March 17th.  Lucas 
is the son of Heather 
Anne Albanese and 
his godparents are 
Deanna and Eric 
Dolecki.  



Can you boil some white eggs?
We are looking for volunteers to boil white eggs for 
the children to dye on Palm Sunday.  Our beautiful, 
colorful Easter Eggs will be donated to Chaplains on 
the Way, a street ministry in Waltham where they will 
provide much needed protein to people living on the 
street. Please contact Sarallyn to volunteer (sarallyn@
firstchurchnatick.org; 508-653-0971).

Let’s Talk about “Being Mortal”
Tuesday evenings: April 30, May 7 & 14 at 7PM
If end-of-life discussions were an experimental drug, the 
FDA would approve it.    ~ Atul Gawand

We live in a death-denying 
culture and that denial has 
serious consequences for us 
and our loved ones - medically, 
personally, spiritually.  Using a 
variety of resources including 

excerpts of the PBS documentary with Atul Gawande, the 
author of Being Mortal: Medicine and What Matters in the 
End, we will open up a conversation that too rarely takes 
place about loss and grief and the choices that we or others 
might have to make as we approach the end of life. 
We will be joined by Lisa Fusaro, who in addition to her 
work on the Mental Health team at First Church, is a licensed 
psychologist and an experienced therapist who has worked 
with individuals and families at times of loss.  While there 
is no one way to grieve, we will explore grief from the 
perspective of those experiencing loss, including the loss of 
their own life, as well as ways to be supportive to those who 
are confronting the loss of a loved one.  
Sign up in the vestry during coffeehour or contact the church 
office (508-653-0971 or admin@firstchurchnatick.org. 

Our Mental Health Series 
Continues on May 1st at 7 PM

Over the last few months, our 
congregation has made mental 
health a priority.  We hosted a 
powerful witness remembering 
lives lost to opioid overdose 
with purple flags on our 

Front Porch.  We offered Narcan training and Narcan is 
now available in the AED kit on the ground floor elevator 
lobby.  We began the first steps to join the efforts of the UCC 
Mental Health Network to reduce stigma and promote the 
inclusion of people facing mental health challenges.  We 
welcomed conversations on substance misuse and extreme 
risk protective orders.  We focused on the impact of stigma 
associated with mental health issues on treatment and 
recovery.
Our next topic will be the impact of trauma.  Join us on 
Wednesday, May 1 at 7M for Mental Health and Trauma: 
The Return of the Repressed.  
Many mental health challenges arise from a complex web 
of factors. Appreciating this complexity creates an opening 
for both understanding and compassion. The Rev. Dr. John 
Weagraff and colleagues from Children’s Charter will 
explore the intersection and interaction of trauma, mental 
health and substance abuse.

MetroWest Medical Center has 
a new Chaplain!  
We welcome Tiffany Spigarolo 
back to the Natick area.  Following 
her internship at First Church 
Natick as our Student Minister in 
2016-17, she completed 4 units 
of Clinical Pastoral Education as 
a chaplain resident at Bridgeport 
Hospital in CT, where she received 
the Bridgeport Hospital Platinum 
Quality Award twice in 2018.  
Tiffany graduated from Curry College and Andover 
Newton Theological School.  Before attending seminary, 
she worked for 4 years at SeaWorld in Orlando, FL.  
Tiffany will be dividing her full-time position between 
the Leonard Morse and Framingham Union campuses. 
She will be working to rebuild pastoral services and 
healing programs at both campuses and reaching out to our 
spiritual community leaders to collaborate in her efforts. 
She can be reached at 508-383-1007 at Framingham and 
508-650-7331 at Natick.
Just a reminder that privacy regulations have changed over 
the years and the church is no longer notified when you 
are admitted to the hospital.  If you would welcome a visit 
or there is some way that your church or pastor can be of 
assistance, please contact or have your loved ones contact 
the church office.  Tiffany hopes to be able to meet with 
new patients, but MetroWest Medical Center is the largest 
health care provider between Boston and Worcester and 
hospitalizations tend to be brief.  If you would like to see 
the chaplain, ask for a visit.  Don’t leave it to chance.  



You can compost more than 
you think!

More than 600 Natick residents 
are participating in curbside 
composting with “Black Earth 
Compost” and our success has 
inspired Framingham to adopt a 
similar program!  

 Black Earth is also offering a referral bonus. If you get 
a friend or neighbor to sign up, you can get a free $10 
coupon to their store or you can donate the coupon to 
Natick Service Council to underwrite their composting 
costs.  If 250 people sign up on their behalf, the Council 
will receive free compost collection for a year! This will be 
a big benefit as they receive a high volume of perishable 
food near its expiration date.
Participants describe curbside composting as “delightful” 
and “heart-warming.”  For real – they love it that much! 
If you aren’t already participating, you are missing out! 
Remember, the Town will provide you with a free starter 
kit, including a green curbside bin, kitchen container and 
30 compostable bags if you provide a receipt that shows 
you have signed up for curbside composting with a private 
hauler.
Composting is easy, and has a big impact. 
On average, about 40% of your waste is compostable, 
so it’s a worthwhile target if you’re looking to make a 
big dent in your trash output.  Backyard composting is 
supported with reduced-price composting barrels, such 
as Natick’s $25 model.  However, there are a lot of 
reasons why backyard composting might not be ideal – a 
small yard, children or pets that might get into the piles, 
difficulties with ice and snow in the winter.  A two-year 
composting pilot in Natick addressed a lot of those issues 
with curbside pickup.  Most people keep their countertop 
bin on an active kitchen counter, so it’s easy to scrape your 
plates into the countertop bin, instead of into the sink or 
the trash. Making dinner?  Onion ends and tomato stems 
go in the bin.  The countertop bin is small and emptied 
frequently, so the who-knows-what-that-leftover-is gets 
taken outside, instead of smelling up the kitchen.  After 
that, it’s just rolling a small barrel to the curb every week, 
and you’ve cut your trash down by 40% - maybe more, 
during jack-o’-lantern season.
Composting has a LOT of environmental benefits. 
Avoids creating greenhouse gas, simply – Did you 
know that in Natick we incinerate our waste? This avoids 
the methane that is produced when organic waste enters 
a landfill – but any toxins must be filtered out, and the 

carbon must be captured... which is expensive.  Composting 
makes almost no greenhouse gas simply, and at low cost.
Less chemical fertilizer – Use of compost fertilizer in a 
garden and on the farm doesn’t add chemicals to the soil 
or water, and avoids making even more greenhouse gases 
during the manufacture of chemical fertilizers.  Compost use 
can also reduce the use of pesticides. 
More nutrients in our soil – Trace minerals are added 
back for healthier farm soil, and healthier soil sequesters... 
you guessed it... more greenhouse gases.  We also get those 
minerals back in our food, which means our produce is 
healthier too.
Fewer and smaller landfills – And less time spent trying to 
find new ways to contain our trash.
In Natick, we can also save money on trash bags, water down 
the disposal, filtration costs to the town, and tipping fees. 
Sign up TODAY at blackearthcompost.com! 

“Green Team” Pizza Lunch 
and Discussion
April 14th following worship
Challenge all the bad news about the 
climate crisis with some good news!
Great stuff has been going on in 
Natick as winter turns to spring and 
you can be a part of it. 

• Earth Day is just around the corner.

• The Board of Selectmen just approved an electricity 
aggregation contract that will double the percentage of 
energy from renewable sources to 10% more than is re-
quired by the state and will allow Natick residents to opt 
into a 100% renewable option!  This allows even house-
holds without solar panels to choose a renewable power 
supply over fossil fuels.

• The Town of Natick is also launching a new program of 
Natick Senior Energy Grants focused on helping Seniors 
save energy and money, enabling them to stay in their 
homes and our community.

• Black Earth Composting has enrolled 600 households 
and Natick Water is rolling out a new WaterSmart pro-
gram that will allow you to track your water use on line 
and send a leak alert when it detects high useage.  For 
more info, visit natickma.watersmart.com.

Join the conversation on April 14th to explore some next 
steps for First Church.  Jim Antal’s book, Climate Church, 
Climate World offers some possibilities for us to consider.  
Let’s see what sparks when we put our heads together.  Sign-
up during coffeehour or contact the church office (508-653-
0971 or admin@firstchurchnatick.org).

Environmental Action 



Environmental Action Sunday
“Planting a Pollinator Garden”
Sunday, April 28 @ noon with Sarallyn Keller

Pollinators need native plants for food and habitat, and plants need pollinators.  Without both, the entire food system 
is at risk.  And right now, the birds, bats, bees, moths, and butterflies that pollinate plants are in crisis worldwide.  The 
New England Wildflower Society has great resources and information on how to plant diverse, systemic pesticide-
free native plants that support a wide variety of pollinators throughout their life cycles.  Maybe you will be inspired 
to plant a pollinator garden yourself this spring?  This is a great way to celebrate Earth Day this year!  A light lunch 
will be provided.

Brookwoods Retreat 2019
“What is Your Superpower?”

28 people left Natick on a rainy Friday in March to travel to the southern shore of Lake Winnipesauke in New 
Hampshire.  We gathered together in a cozy lodge for a weekend of movies, games, discussion, fireside chats, 
reflection and worship.  The movies Spiderman: Into the Spiderverse and Black Panther provided the inspiration to 
discover our own superpowers.  



“Natick is United” joins with 
three other communities 
following the shootings in 
Christchurch, New Zealand

On March 17th, four towns came together and more than 
100 people gathered in front of the Wellesley Town Hall to 
repudiate the acts of violence against the Muslim community 
in Christchurch, New Zealand.  Myriam Jennings was one of 
those who addressed the crowd as the Coordinator of Natick is 
United.  Natick is United is a town wide coalition that ensures 
differences are valued and everyone feels that they belong. 
Many individuals at the vigil also spoke against racism and 
Islamophobia and about the importance of taking more strategic 
actions against white supremacy.  For more information about 
Natick is United, visit natickisunited.org. 

A Statement from Natick is United in Support of 
the Muslim Community
 In the spirit of our mission that everyone is welcomed here, 
we stand against the hatred that is at the root of the deadly 
shooting at two mosques in Christchurch, New Zealand.  We 
stand with the Muslim community there, as well as in our local 
community, and repudiate acts of violence against our Muslim 
neighbors across the world. 
We encourage our members and supporters to assure our 
Muslim neighbors, who are still reeling from this attack, that 
they are safe in our community and outwardly extend acts of 
kindness in public places.  In these times when we feel like the 
world is overrun with hatred and violence, we need to unite as 
one voice.  We must focus on our common humanity and ensure 
that in our town, there is no room for hate of any kind.
In summary, we stand in support of respect and inclusion for 
all.   We also stand in solidarity against the hatred of white 
supremacy. We grieve and condemn the violent attacks that 
have resulted from darkness and hatred, including these acts 
against Muslims in the mosques in Christchurch, African-
American Christians in the AME Church in South Carolina, 
and on Jewish Americans at the Tree of Life Synagogue in 
Pittsburgh.

Celebrating and Remembering 
Susan Setta
We have a new addition to the choir room on the third 
floor!  The old upright piano that was increasingly 
difficult to keep in tune has been replaced with a 
beautiful baby grand piano funded in part by generous 
gifts to the Memorial Fund in honor of Susan Setta.  

The choice of the piano felt so appropriate because in 
many ways the piano is the heart of the choir room, 
and from 2002 to 2018, Sue brought such heart and 
commitment and joy to her work as our Choir and 
Music Director.  In addition to her many gifts, Sue 
was an accomplished pianist and also stepped into 
the position of organist when there were vacancies 
in the position or when she wanted to avoid paying a 
substitute in order to have funds available for a special 
musical presentation.  
A special concert celebrating Sue’s ministry at First 
Church is being planned for June when we will also 
be dedicating the new piano in her honor, but you can 
go up to the choir room on the third floor and meet the 
new “baby” any time!



 “You have to decide what kind of difference
you want to make.”  
~ Dr. Jane Goodall

The First Church Natick Children’s Stewardship program 
is continuing to support the Roots & Shoots program of 
The Jane Goodall Institute during Lent this year.  You are 
invited to contribute your loose change in the Roots & 
Shoots donation container at the front of the sanctuary 
any Sunday throughout Lent.  So, look under the couch 
cushions and search the nooks and crannies of your car for 
coins to add to this noble cause.
The Jane Goodall Institute is making a difference around 
the world every day.  They work to protect chimpanzees, 
conserve critical habitat, while strengthening surrounding 
communities, and empower the next generation of 
conservation leaders.  Their approach as a global 
conservation organization has always been community-
centered, while working together across sectors, 
regions and cultures to make the greatest impact.  This 
means improving the lives of people, animals, and the 
environment through international and local collaboration, 
and having the people who know their communities best 
take the lead in creating positive change.  They inspire 
hope through the collective power of individual action – 
finding the best way to advance conservation where it’s 
needed most.  
As the youth arm of the Jane Goodall Institute, Roots & 
Shoots is a youth service program for young people of all 
ages.  Their mission is to foster respect and compassion 
for all living things, to promote understanding of all 
cultures and beliefs, and to inspire each individual to take 
action to make the world a better place for people, other 
animals, and the environment.  They believe that to make 
the world a better place, we have to change the way we 
make decisions.   We need leaders who care about how 
their actions affect the world we all share.  Roots & Shoots 
empowers young people to become the type of leaders 
who will make right choices to build a better world. 
Through the program, youth lead local change through 
service while developing skills and traits of compassionate 
leaders. 
Check out their website online if you are interested 
in getting involved on a more personal level: www.
rootsandshoots.org

Historical Records Digitized  
About 10 years ago, First Church Natick began digitizing 
our historical records for better research access, both locally 
and (inter)nationally. It is amazing that our records included 
original documents regarding Indigenous and Colonial 
religion in Natick from the 18th Century that have not been 
seen for generations!  It began with Jeff Cooper from the 
Congregational Library & Archives in Boston reviewing 
our random files in the safe located in the basement of the 
church. The first document, Reverend Oliver Peabody’s 
Diary, dates from 1721 to 1794, and also includes the 
records of Reverend Stephen Badger, both successors to 
John Eliot’s ministry.  It has been digitized and translated 
for readability and is now on file electronically for access at 
the Congregational Library.  Additional original documents 
from 1762 to 1862  have also just been digitized and are 
now available for research.  Electronic copies of these will 
also be accessible at the Congregational Library.  The Natick 
Historical Commission has sponsored this effort to preserve 
these invaluable documents and to make them available 
for public and scholarly research.  The original documents 
are on permanent loan to the Library and Archives for safe 
keeping in a controlled environment. You can review a news 
release and the copies online at: http://congregationallibrary.
org/nehh/series1/NatickMAFirst4839.
         ~ Steve Evers, Curator

“Oldtown” Walking Tour of 
South Natick
Sunday, April 28th, 1:00 PM
Please meet at the entrance to the Bacon Free Library/
Natick History Museum, 58 Eliot Street.
Join a Natick Historical Society guide for a 45-minute 
walk through the heart of South Natick.  The tour includes 
discussion of the 17th-century “Praying Indian” settlement 
and of the 19th-century local residents who inspired the 
characters in Harriet Beecher Stowe’s novel, Oldtown Folks.

“When the Land Speaks”
Thursday, May 2, 7:00 PM  
Natick History Museum, 8 Eliot Street, Natick
Join Larry Spotted Crow Mann on an 
exploration of the relationship between land, 
people, and nature through the eyes of the 
Nipmuc people. His presentation will feature 
traditional stories, drumming, Nipmuc history, 
and a discussion of the oral tradition both past 
and present.
Larry Spotted Crow Mann is a citizen of the Nipmuc Tribe 
of Massachusetts and an award-winning writer, speaker, 
drummer, and traditional storyteller.



Volunteers needed to deliver 
Easter lilies to our homebound 
friends and members
We have about 18 members and friends in our 
congregation who are home-bound or unable to join us for 
our Easter Sunday worship celebration.  We are hoping to 
find some volunteers who would be able to take an Easter 
lily from our service to them following worship on Easter 
Sunday, April 21st.  This is a wonderful opportunity to 
connect with those whose names you may have heard 
but you may not have had an opportunity to meet.  You 
can deliver as an individual or as a family.  Sign up in 
the vestry today; email or call the church office (admin@
firstchurchnatick.org; 508) 653-0971).

Easter Lilies
Place your order after worship on Sunday, April 7 or 14
Sign up to make your donation of flowers to decorate the 
sanctuary on Easter morning.  Flowers can be given in 
remembrance of loved ones or in celebration of something 
special or in gratitude for God’s abundant goodness. We will 
include your dedication in the Easter Sunday Bulletin.  After 
Easter morning worship, these flowers are delivered to all 
those who are ill or home-bound in our church family. 
The cost is whatever you can give.  Checks should be 
made out to First Congregational Church with “Easter 
flowers” in the memo line. 

Holy Week Children’s Experience
Palm Sunday, April 14th 
Children are invited to experience the story of Holy Week 
from the triumphant entry into Jerusalem, the cleansing of 
the temple, the last supper in the upper room, the prayers 
in the garden, to the arrest of Jesus.
We will then make colorful Easter eggs that will be donated 
to the ‘Chaplains on the Way’ street ministry in Waltham.  

Easter egg hunt 
for kids of all ages following Easter worship!
Join the fun at the conclusion of our Easter Sunday 
Worship when the children will search the lawn and play 
yard for colorful eggs and exchange them for goodies!

Our 2019 Easter Offering

In a world where it often seems that good news is scarce, 
our Easter offering reaches out to touch lives and to change 
them for the better. This Easter we will divide our special 
offering between two important causes. 
The first project is The Family Fund.  Almost every 
day we hear in the news about the humanitarian crisis 
at the border.  Several months ago, our congregation 
joined with several other faith communities to bring one 
family seeking asylum from Honduras to Framingham via 
Arizona.  This mother, teenager, three-year old and infant 
left Honduras to escape extreme violence.  Coming to 
Massachusetts gave them a better opportunity to pursue 
their rights in the asylum process.
The asylum process is slow and asylum seekers are 
precluded from working for a period of time after arrival.    
Contributions to the Family Fund will help bridge 
the gap to assist with the cost of childcare, legal fees, 
transportation and housing. 
The second organization that will benefit from our Easter 
offering circles all the way around the globe. Through 
One Great Hour of Sharing, we join with eight other 
denominations to carry God’s message of love and hope 
to people in more than eighty countries, working with 
international partners to provide sources of clean water 
and food, education and health care, small business 
micro-credit, emergency relief, advocacy and resettlement 
for refugees.  On average, throughout a year, the United 
Church of Christ responds to disaster once every 2.5 days. 
Through our Easter Offering in 2019 we have the chance 
to go beyond the headlines and the politics to help ordinary 
people working with limited resources or caught in events 
that have turned their hopes and expectations upside down. 
You can return your Easter gift at any time by giving on-
line at www. http://firstchurchnatick.org/content/donate or 
by sending your check to the church office.  Please note 
“Easter offering” on your check.  You will also receive 
special Easter offering envelopes in the mail and you will 
find them in the pews on Easter morning, if you wish to 
place your Easter offering in the plate on Easter Sunday.

Easter Sunday Coffeehour
Bring a festive Easter basket filled 
with your favorite goodies for all to 
share during coffeehour on Easter 

Sunday!



Palm Sunday Worship Service
“Finding Beauty in a Broken World”
 April 14  at 10:30 AM

On the streets of Jerusalem 2000 years ago, a crowd 
erupted with a mixture of expectation and hope and 
frustration and anger.   Tension was in the air as they 
gathered to celebrate Passover and remember their 
great deliverance from slavery in Egypt but looking 
down from the wall and the towers of the city were the 
Roman legions, making it quite clear that freedom was 
once again beyond their reach. 
A shout telegraphed through the crowd – Hosanna! 
Originally from the Hebrew word that means “save us,” 
over time “Hosanna” became a shout announcing that 
salvation had come.  The crowd tossed their cloaks in 
the road and waved branches from the trees because 
they saw hope riding into town on a donkey. 
We will enter the story of Palm Sunday through the 
doorway of “Hosanna” this year, as we explore what it 
means to follow the procession toward both hope and 
risk. We hope you can join us as we enter Holy Week 
with this special Sunday.
The children will participate in an interactive re-telling 
of the Holy Week story followed by an Easter egg dying 
activity. 

Maundy Thursday Potluck     
& Communion 
April 18th  @ 6:30 PM in the vestry
Please join us for an intergenerational potluck dinner 
and worship service on Maundy Thursday.   
In recent years, this special service has been a very 
popular opportunity for us to deepen our experience 
of Holy Week, while enjoying table fellowship and a 
creative worship experience in the vestry. 
If your last name begins with A-G, please bring a salad 
or veggie dish, H-R please bring a main dish, and S-Z 
please bring a dessert. Beverages and rolls will be 
provided.  Sign up in the vestry or contact the church 
office to make your reservation: 508-653-0971 or
admin@firstchurchnatick.org.

Holy Saturday Prayer Vigil
8:00 PM on April 20th ~ dawn on April 21st  
It has been our tradition to make the sanctuary available 
for prayer on the Saturday night before Easter.  Those 
who have participated over the years have experienced 
the sense of peace and holiness in this time of waiting 
in the presence of God in the candlelit sanctuary. 
You are invited to sign up for 30-minute segments 
throughout the night in the sanctuary.  Normally, two 
people are at prayer in the sanctuary at a time. Prayer 
lists and reflection resources are available to help guide 
your prayer time, if desired. 
We are also looking for individuals who could offer an 
hour or two to help us host the prayer vigil by letting 
our vigilers in and out throughout the evening, so that 
no one is ever alone in the building. 
You can sign up in the vestry to welcome or to pray or 
perhaps both!  Or if it is easier for you, contact the church 
office (508-653-0971 or admin@firstchurchnatick.org) to 
choose the time that is right for you.

Easter Sunday Festival
Family Worship
April 21st  at 10:30 AM
 Did you see the 
“supermoon” on the vernal 
equinox?  It was spectacular!  
It was the first full moon 
on the spring equinox in 19 
years and it won’t happen 
again until 2030.
That coincidence of the equinox and the full moon is 
the reason that Easter falls late in April this year.  The 
date of Easter, unlike Christmas, moves around the 
spring calendar because Easter falls on the first Sunday 
after the first full moon after the vernal equinox.  Easter 
arrives whether or not the snow has melted or the bulbs 
have begun to poke through the frozen earth with their 
reminder that God brings life out of death, hope out 
of defeat, love out of loss, and a new beginning out of 
every ending.  The great mystery of resurrection refuses 
to be pinned down to a particular date.
What new beginning is God creating this Easter?  Join 
us to discover what signs of God’s unfolding love 
story with the world you recognize in your life as we 
gather on Easter morning for a Festival Celebration of 
the Resurrection.  Worship will include special Easter 
anthems by the Senior Choir and an egg hunt following 
worship for the kids!



Souper Bowl 2019
With the coveted “Campbell-Progresso” 
trophy again on the line, the Penguins 
came from behind decisively to win the 
2019 Souper Bowl!
Once again the Polar Bears dominated 
through the opening quarters but the 
momentum completely shifted when the 
clock began to tick down in the fourth 
quarter.  Online contributions buried the 
Polar Bears’ hope of regaining the lead. 

By the time the clock ran out, the Polar Bears had 1,792 
points on the board. The Penguins were over 300 points 
ahead with a final winning score of 2,122.  It was the 
online totals that put the Penguins way over the top.  In 
cash contributions the score was $519 for the Polars and 
$295 for the Penguins.  The Polar Bears led the Penguins 
in food donations 126 to 91.
It was the online contributions that clinched the win. 
The Penguins led with $1,735 to the Polar Bears $1,147. 
Online contributors were able to select the food items to be 
delivered by yougivegoods to the Natick Food Pantry. 
All contributions will restock the shelves at the Natick 
Food Pantry.  Even though the Penguins took home the 
trophy AGAIN, together both teams made a tremendous 
difference for our Natick neighbors in need!  

New Member Sunday is May 12

If you have decided that this is the right time for you to 
make a commitment to membership, it would be a privilege 
and pleasure to welcome you into our fellowship during 
our Sunday morning worship on May 12th.  As we affirm 
in our bylaws, membership matters. “Members shape the 
direction and provide the leadership that empowers us as 
a community and as individuals to ‘express the love and 
welcome of Christ.’  We believe that church membership 
provides a unique opportunity to live more fully into and to 
express our faith.”  
Vicky would welcome the chance to get together with 
you, to answer your questions and learn about your 
interests.  Just contact her at 508-653-0971 or pastor@
firstchurchnatick.org to set up a time that works for your 
schedule.  If May 12th  is not a good date for you, let 
Vicky know and we will do our best to arrange a time that 
works for your schedule.

“Spring has Sprung” Lunch 
Bunch
Friday, April 19th beginning at 12:30 PM
We will be right on the doorstep of Easter when we gather for 
our next Lunch Bunch, and because it is school vacation, we 
will have the vestry all to ourselves.  Hope you can join us!
Everybody is welcome at “Lunch Bunch!” Just bring 
along a brown bag lunch, but leave some space for treats 
because there are always some tasty goodies to share. 
Even if you can’t linger, stop by and say hello.  If you need 
transportation, contact the church office and we would be 
glad to arrange to pick you up (508-653-0971 or admin@
firstchurchnatick.org).

May Lunch Bunch welcomes 
the Preschool!
May 17th at 11:00 AM – Note TIME CHANGE!
The high point of the Lunch Bunch year has been our 
May gathering when we get to enjoy the children of 
the First Congregational Preschool as they present their 
year-end program.  If you’ve never been, you are in for 
a treat!  If you have been, we are sure you will be back! 
Our preschoolers were born for the stage and they bring so 
much energy and enthusiasm to their program that it will 
definitely make your day!
In order to have enough time to enjoy the program and lunch 
together, Lunch Bunch on May 17th will begin at 11:00 AM.  
Lunch will follow the children’s program.  If you aren’t able 
to make the program, we hope that you will come when you 
can and join in the conversation around the tables.
And mark your calendars for our summertime Lunch 
Bunch schedule, when we will have the whole vestry to 
ourselves on June 14th at 12:30 PM!

New Hayes Parlor Bible Study 
meets next on May 2nd @ 2 PM
The Challenge of Jesus is a new resource featuring New 
Testament and early Christianity scholar, John Dominic 
Crossan which brings the world of Jesus through a 
multimedia format that brings to life the connections 
between the Roman empire and the Holy Land that shape 
our understanding of Jesus today.  Crossan delves into the 
historical landscape to unearth the forces that shaped the 
world of Jesus.
Meet up for coffee, munchies and great conversation in 
the parlor (Level 2) on May 2nd at 2 PM.  No preparation 
necessary.  Let us know if you are in need of transportation.  
We would be glad to pick you up (508-653-0971 or 
admin@firstchurchnatick.org).



Join our Progressive Dinner 
on Saturday, April 27th @ 5:30 PM

Our Progressive Dinner – a movable feast where each course of the meal takes place at a different location – is 
always one of the favorite adult-only events at First Church!  We meet at the church and travel to other locations 
over the evening to enjoy each course.  That means you have the opportunity to enjoy the company of many people 
in different configurations.
The cost of the event is $10.  Everyone is invited to bring either an 
appetizer or a dessert to share.  
We would love to know if you might be able to host a course, so that 
we can begin planning in earnest. You can sign up in the vestry during 
coffeehour or contact the church office (admin@firstchurchnatick.org or 
508-653-0971) to volunteer to host or to sign up as a guest.  

The Welcome Team would also love a few volunteers who might be 
willing to assist with logistics.

Lenten Spiritual Spa
Finding Beauty in a Broken World
A group gathered in the Vestry on the first weekend of Lent 
to engage around the theme of “Beauty in a Broken World.”    
In the morning we worked with Natick Mosaic artist, Carol 
Krentzman to create a mosaic piece that will be installed 
in the sanctuary.  We each wrote a message on the back of 
a tile and then broke the tile to release the strength of the 
message.  After the tiles were hammered to bits, those pieces 
were used to create a beautiful image of peace.  

After lunch, Liz Hanna led us in a meditation built around 
the sound of the human voice.  The process was a powerful 
metaphor of forming order from chaos and building out of 
brokenness.  
What a gift to start the season of Lent with Carol and Liz and 
a group of people willing to be a little vulnerable and open 
to transformation!  We look forward to the installation of the 
fabulous Peace Dove in the sanctuary in time for Easter!

Help  make a difference in the 
lives of the 1 in 5 Americans who 
are affected by mental illness.
Suzie Kennan, who is one of our new First Church Natick 
friends is participating in a fundraising walk to support 
the work of the National Alliance on Mental Illness - the 
largest and most successful mental health fundraising and 
awareness event series in the United States! NAMI which 
provides mental health education, support, and advocacy 
for those affected by mental illness and their families. 
Last year there were 2,900+ signed up for the Boston 
walk. Suzie described how incredible it was to arrive at 
the walk and see such a large turn out all for a cause that 
is so important to so many people in our communities. So 
often they travel the journey to recovery alone because of 
the stigma that they or their loved ones face in coping with 
mental health challenges.
Visit namiwalks.org to make a tax-deductible donation to 
support their essential work.  Suzie is walking on May 11th 
in Boston.  The event begins at Artesani Park.  You can 
make a donation to the team as a whole, or select a team 
member from our roster to support.  Contact the church 
office (508-653-0971 or admin@firstchurchnatick.org) if 
you are interested in joining the walk and we will get you 
connected!



SENIORS GO GREEN. SENIORS GET GREEN.

Complete an in-home 
energy project and we'll 
double the amount of 
your tax credit or rebate! Trained volunteers from 

the Council on Aging 
are available to help you 
complete a home 
energy audit.

Up to $500!*

Call Karen Edwards, 
Volunteer Coordinator, 
at 508-647-6540,
ext 1905 to sign up!

Check the Center's 
schedule to join an 
upcoming information 
session or visit:
 bit.ly/natickseniorenergygrants

*Every senior is eligible to receive volunteer assistance to support home 
energy projects. Contact Karen Edwards to learn about income eligibility 

for grants up to $500.



2019 Program Summary
The Family Promise model was founded in New Jersey 
in 1988 by Karen Olson. They use a simple approach of 
mobilizing existing community resources to serve families 
who are without a home. Host congregations furnish safe, 
overnight lodging and meals one week at a time, three 
to four times a year.  Families are provided intensive 
professional support to regain their sustainability at a Day 
Center.   Since its inception, Family Promise has served 
850,000 family members across the United States and 
includes over 6,000 congregations in over 200 affiliates.
Family Promise Metrowest opened its doors to welcome their 
first guests in October 2008 with 21 member congregations:  
13 host and 8 support congregations.  Today they number 50 
congregations from 12 towns; 70 business and community 
partners; 3,000 volunteers, from faith houses, schools, colleges, 
civic organizations, businesses and the community at large.
This remarkable support has enabled FPM to grow its 
programming to more effectively serve its families.  In 2013, 
FPM began a Transitional Living Program to address the 
needs of families after they left shelter – offering subsidies and 
case management for an additional on to two years to increase 
their long- term sustainability and success. 
In 2015, they launched Steps to Success, a comprehensive 
employment initiative assisting families to reach their highest 
earning potential. Intensive case management is provided 
along with subsidies for education, training, day care and 
transportation, often barriers in pursuing career objectives.
Their newest program LIFE (Local Initiative for Family 
Empowerment) is a homelessness prevention program. 
LIFE supports families who are at risk of eviction but not 
yet homeless by supplying subsidies to pay rent in arrears, 
advocating with the landlord to prevent eviction, and providing 
intensive case management.
After a thoughtful needs-assessment process and careful 
search, in 2017 they purchased and renovated a building that 
addresses their need for additional space, privacy, and room 
for future expansion. Their new Day Center is located at 6 
Mulligan Street in Natick and has enabled them to provide 
privacy and dignity for its families, comfortable office 
space for its staff, and most importantly, room to grow its 
programming. Family Promise MetroWest is proud of its past, 
excited for the present and enthusiastic for a future where they 
can continue meeting the needs of local families.  

Upcoming Programs:

April 24 at 7:00 PM at Wilson Middle School
For middle and high school students and their parents/
caregivers 
Teens and adults are trying to make sense of the rise in 
e-cigarette use—also known as ‘vaping.’ Hear from a 
leading medical expert on what caregivers and teens should 
understand about vaping. The presentation will be followed 
by a panel discussion with school and health leaders who 
will provide insights into what Natick is doing to prevent and 
reduce nicotine use among youth.

Tuesday, May 14 from 6:30 to 8:00 PM in the Lebowitz 
Room at the Morse Institute Library
For the whole community (book is geared to children ages 5-9)
Meet co-authors Jessica Kensky and Patrick Downes, a 
married couple who were both injured during the Boston 
Marathon bombing in 2013. They will be joined by the star 
of their book and ASPCA Dog of the Year, RESCUE!  Learn 
about the role of service dogs to help people with physical 
disabilities and the amazing things that people and dogs can 
accomplish together through hard work, perseverance, and 
partnership. 
The authors will read aloud from Rescue and Jessica: A Life 
Changing Friendship and take questions from the audience. 
Copies of the book will be available for purchase and the 
authors will sign books for attendees. You can even get 
Rescue’s “pawtograph” with your copy!



Open Mosque Day
Sunday, April 28th, 1 - 4 PM

Islamic Society of Framingham
235 Union Ave. Framingham

The Framingham Mosque 
is coordinating with over 
15 other New England 
area Mosques and invite 
you, your family and 
friends to meet your 
Muslim neighbors.  
Come join in 
conversations and learn 
about the Mosque’s role 
in our community and the 
Islamic faith.

Helping our asylum seekers: 
Can you drive a couple of hours a week or do-
nate to the Family Fund?
a request from Marge Roberson

On Thursday, I sat in court with a 
mom seeking asylum for herself 
and her daughter.  She has been in 
Massachusetts since June of 2018, 
and her case will likely not be heard 
until March of 2020.  Regardless of 
her legal status as an asylum seeker, 
her work status remains difficult.  
The USCIS has a “time clock” 

which keeps track of how long someone has been in the US 
on an asylum claim. That clock starts ticking and requires 
our neighbors to be here 150 days before they can apply for 
a work permit and another 30 days before they can get one.  
If anything strange happens with their case, that clock stops. 
The family that we have met and are supporting has been 
in the US since May of 2018, but because of various things 
happening – such as moving, or not getting paperwork done 
at a certain time –has only 45 days on that clock, meaning 
that they cannot legally work until September. Additionally, 
because they are currently undocumented, though legal, they 
cannot drive, which means no transportation except through 
the help of supporters, or public transportation, which in the 
Metrowest area can be spotty and requires money.
So, we need your help. Currently the 3-year old is learning 
so much in preschool 3 days a week; medical appointments 
happen at all sorts of times; mom is trying to learn English, 
which requires transportation to classes, and so on and so 
on.  Additionally, they need food, clothing, housing, and 
child care.  The family is thriving here.  Every day is a little 
better, and their faith remains unshaken.  Even the snow and 
cold did not deter them!  Mom is looking forward to spring 
flowers and green trees. But, they are being held back from 
working and supporting themselves by our immigration 
system.
If you are able to drive even one two-hour block in a week, 
that would be incredibly helpful.  And if you feel that you 
can contribute to their care, there is an online donation for 
the Family Fund through our web site, or checks can be 
made out to First church with a note in the memo line that it 
is for the Family Fund.  As always, please continue to keep 
them in your prayers, as well as all those neighbors who 
have made the incredibly difficult decision to leave their 
families and homes. 
I am happy to talk to anyone who might like to know more. 
Contact me via email or phone if you would like to help with 
transportation or provide support in any other way.  I am 
always happy to share news and information about this work.

~ Marge Roberson 
(margeroberson@gmail.com; 508/561-2121)

Looking ahead to the Rite 13 
ceremony on Sunday, May 5th 
“Nothing Goes Without Saying” 
How often do we think things like, “She knows I love 
her – it goes without saying” or “He knows how much 
I appreciate all his hard work – it goes without saying?”  
In fact, nothing goes without saying, and the important 
things should NEVER go without saying.  Words can be a 
powerful affirmation, and the absence of the right words 
can leave a void that really hurts. There are things we know, 
but sometimes we still need to hear them loud and clear.  
During the Sunday morning worship service on May 5th, 
our Rite 13 Ceremony will allow our congregation to 
say some important things to the members of the youth 
group who are turning 13 this year.  This ceremony gives 
our church family a way of saying to our young people 
in words the things we hope we’ve conveyed all along – 
things like: “We stand with you as you make your way on 
the journey; we are here for you; we are proud of you; we 
love you; God loves you.” 
It’s easy to just assume that our teens feel appreciated and 
accepted as a vital part of our church, but adolescence can 
be such a time of uncertainty, and some things just can’t 
be said often enough.  Please plan to be with us in worship 
on May 5th, and keep these young people in your prayers 
as they prepare for this significant event.  Rite 13 families 
and leaders will gather prior to worship for a celebratory 
breakfast to honor this passage.



Legislation affecting our 
immigrant neighbors
There are currently three important things happening 
in the Massachusetts legislature which directly affect 
our immigrant neighbors. Part of the work that we do 
with MISN involves accompanying neighbors to court 
for driving without a license.  The Workers Center in 
Framingham assists workers as they try to obtain wages 
they have been denied, injured workers whose employers 
have retaliated against them for seeking medical care and 
worker’s comp when they are injured.  There are currently 
three major pieces of legislation being considered that 
need your support.  Please consider calling and writing 
your representatives.  Also, regarding the Work and Family 
Mobility Act, please make it clear to our governor that he 
needs to support this effort as he is likely to veto a bill. 
A bill to allow all eligible residents to obtain a license 
regardless of immigration status: The Work and 
Family Mobility Act filed by (SD. 1143) and (HD. 1719). 
Our friends and neighbors are not able to legally drive 
themselves to work, drive their children to school and 
activities or take themselves to medical appointments 
because they cannot obtain a license.  They are stopped 
and given citations which forces them to appear in court, 
miss work, and face criminal charges.  Many of our 
asylum families desperately want to work and support 
themselves but getting to and from work is difficult at 
best and impossible at worst.  Twelve states, including 
Connecticut and Vermont, have laws in place allowing 
all residents to acquire some type of license or permit 
regardless of immigration status. 

The Act to Prevent Wage Theft, Promote Employer 
Accountability, and Enhance Public Enforcement: SD 
1464/HD 3789 
I have sat in meetings with neighbors who are owed up to 
$20,000 for roofing jobs or carpenter jobs. The workers 
center in Framingham is also working with dishwashers 
and cooks; house or commercial cleaners denied their 
pay when the employer simply decides not to pay.  Being 
able to go after the lead contractor on a job like this is an 
important step in increasing accountability and ensuring 
that all workers get paid a fair wage.  In our modern 
economy, where employers increasingly subcontract or 
outsource core parts of their business to other companies, 
nearly $700 million in wages are stolen from about 
350,000 low-wage workers each year in Massachusetts. 
Currently there is no way to go after the lead contractors 
who should be held accountable for the wage theft 
violations of their subcontractors. 

An Act Protecting Injured Workers (SD1182/HD2947)
Many of you may recall the story that Vicky told two 
Christmases ago about a neighbor who was arrested when 
his employer called ICE to retaliate against his attempt 

to file a worker’s compensation claim. This worker had 
been seriously injured in a work place incident and had 
three children and a wife to care for. He was arrested 
and imprisoned, with no medical care for his injury. 
Currently, the law leaves workers largely unprotected when 
employers retaliate to try to prevent them from reporting a 
workplace injury, seeking medical care, or filing a workers’ 
comp claim. No state agency has any power or ability to 
investigate retaliation complaints or to enforce the current 
anti-retaliation law. This bill strengthens the anti-retaliation 
law, provides for an administrative complaint and 
investigation mechanism for enforcement, and otherwise 
addresses employer misconduct that prevents workers from 
receiving timely medical care and benefits. 

~ Marge Roberson

Pub Theology
Join us at Morse Tavern at 7:30pm on 
Wednesday, April 24th for our monthly Pub 
Theology gathering.

This month our discussion 
will revolve around the 
question “Has the #ME TOO 
movement gone too far?”  
The recent allegations of 
inappropriate touching by 
Joe Biden has led to very 

different reactions across the country.  We will explore the 
role of the media in our reactions to reports of harassment 
and where we stand on the issue.  Does our faith have a role 
in our opinions on the subject? 
Lane McDonough and Sarallyn Keller will lead the 
discussion over a variety of munchies and a cold brew (or 
other preferred beverage).  We ask for a donation of $10 
to cover the cost of food and beverages.  Come add your 
voice to the conversation!

FCC 2019/2020   
Scholarship Applications

 Scholarship applications for the 2019 /2020 
academic year are available on the table in the 
ground-level elevator lobby. 
All applications must be submitted by May 12th.  
No applications will be accepted after this date.



2018 Outreach Survey Results
In 2018, the elected leaders of the church resolved that 
our #1 Dream Big Goal was to become a “social justice 
mission and advocacy-oriented church, with a focused and 
coordinated outreach vision and actions.”  The first step in 
this effort was a survey to assess what we, as a congregation, 
perceive as our local area’s greatest needs, what we are 
passionate about, what we consider as the greatest needs 
globally, and how we prefer to participate in outreach.

Approach
The survey asked respondents to select up to three mission 
areas from those listed below which they believe reflect the 
biggest need in our local community and which represent 
the biggest need for our greater/global community:

• Addiction and Our Current Opioid Crisis
• Racial Justice
• Economic Justice
• Affordable Housing
• Refugees & Immigrants
• Environmental Justice
• Hunger
• Elders
• Other

Respondents were also asked to rank the areas listed above 
from 1 (highest) to 8 (lowest) that they are most passionate 
about. 

Results
Approximately 10% of the congregation responded to 
the survey.  Based on the responses to date, respondents 
identified the following as the top four areas of local 
concern:

• Addiction (opioid crisis)
• Affordable housing
• Hunger
• Environmental justice

Of these, we are most passionate about: 
• Environmental justice
• Hunger

Of the two top areas of local concern (Addiction and 
Housing), the members who responded to the survey 
ranked them as the 5th and 7th most passionate personal 
causes out of the eight that were listed.  
Globally, we see the most need in the areas of: 

1. Environmental justice;
2. Refugees and immigration; and 
3. Racial justice.

Racial justice and Immigration issues ranked 2nd and 4th 
as personal causes by respondents.
The survey also asked respondents their preference in how 
they participate in outreach efforts. The choices offered were:

• Going on Mission Trips (regional and/or international)
• Hands-on Volunteer Events (local, short time frame)
• Social Justice advocacy work (letters, marches, orga-

nizing)
• Donations (items, money, etc.)
• Other

The number one choice was hands-on volunteering at 
local events.  This was the preference for more than 80% 
of respondents.  The second choice (70%) was through 
donations of items or money.  Both mission trips and 
advocacy work were preferred by less than 50% of 
respondents.

Analysis of Results
These initial results provide an indication of where 
outreach and mission efforts can be focused.  The 
strongest indication is provided by the overlap of local 
concerns and areas where members are passionate, namely 
Environmental Justice and Hunger. 
Environmental Justice: Environmental justice was 
identified as a top need both locally and globally.  We 
are currently promoting and supporting numerous 
opportunities.  These have included our “Green Team” 
reviews of building energy use, coordination of activities 
with Broadmoor, Natick trail clean-ups, our raised bed 
community garden and other activities.  Our only donation 
that directly related to environmental issues in 2018 was 
the purchase of Jim Antal’s book for the church library. 
Since the environment is an issue that the congregation is 
passionate about, we should continue to offer opportunities 
for participation.  We also have an opportunity to 
contribute to the Mass Interfaith Power and Light’s 
effort to bring the Be the Spark training program to 
Massachusetts.  This program is designed to educate 
members on how to promote environmental and energy 
conservation programs in their local churches and 
communities.  This would be one way for us to expand our 
environmental justice mission to the wider community.
Hunger: Responding to hunger issues in our local 
community continues to be one of the major mission 
responses in our church.  Our Souper Bowl continues to 
be a popular and significant fun(d) raiser to benefit the 
Vi Tutuny Food Pantry.  We also support the Food Pantry 
year-round by encouraging donations with a contribution 
basket located in the side entrance vestibule. The church 
also sponsors a popular Thanksgiving in-gathering. 
Like environmental issues, this is an area where members 
can directly contribute. We should consider ways to 
promote other opportunities and encourage members to 
bring food donations for the Food Pantry.



Opioid Crisis / Addiction:  Addiction, and specifically 
the Opioid Crisis, was identified as the number one 
need locally.  We have been a supportive presence in the 
community for those suffering as a result of the opioid 
crisis.  Our church has hosted an Interfaith Opiate Vigil 
and we displayed purple flags around our Front Porch 
in remembrance of all those in the state and Natick who 
have lost their lives to opiates. We are also in the process 
of becoming a welcoming, inclusive, supportive and 
engaged (WISE) for mental health church community.  
Based on the survey results, we should look for additional 
opportunities to offer to the congregation to become 
engaged in this area. The education and reflections that 
will be a part of the WISE training offer a good start in this 
regard.
Housing: It is somewhat interesting that housing was 
identified as the second most critical local need, but 
ranked 7th in terms of what area of mission and outreach 
respondents were most passionate about. It is interesting 
because many members of the congregation are volunteers 
in two of our larger outreach efforts:  The Family Promise 
Metrowest (FPM) program; and the West Virginia Work 
Camp.  
FPM is a very successful and pro-active organization 
supporting homeless families and those on the edge 
of homelessness.  Last year, the congregation made a 
$10,000 contribution to the FPM capital campaign.  We 
also hosted families in April, August, and November.  The 
WV Work Camp has been an active mission of the church 
for more than 25 years, geared towards giving the youth 
of the church a very hands-on mission experience.  Both 
programs are supported financially by the church and by 
contributions of time and talents. 
Since it is considered a high priority locally, there 
appears to be an opportunity to promote opportunities 
for volunteering in the FPM weekly hosting. FPM is also 
expanding its outreach and support to homeless families, 
which may provide other opportunities for members to 
volunteer on a short-term basis, or offer some of their 
talents (accounting, legal advice, etc.). The Mission and 
Outreach Team can promote some of these opportunities 
going forward.
Refugees and Immigration:  The refugee crisis and 
immigration were identified as the number 2 most critical 
need globally.  It ranked 5th in what respondents were 
most passionate about, with 66% of respondents listing 
it in their top 3.  The church has a strong and active 
presence with the Metrowest Immigration Support 
Network (MISN).  Last year at Annual Meeting, we voted 
to become an Immigrant Welcoming Congregation.  We 
have also supported two members of the congregation to 
travel to the border as part of the UCC Faithful Witness at 
the Border program and collected donations to send to the 
border as part of that program. 

Going forward we can continue to support MISN and 
encourage members to volunteer and support MISN 
goals. We also have an opportunity to support a new 
local initiative, the Asylum Seekers. MISN is leading the 
effort to establish the Asylum Seekers, whose mission 
will be to provide financial, legal, and support in-kind 
to families and persons seeking asylum in the United 
States. Since the likelihood of being granted asylum in 
Massachusetts is greater than in some other border states, 
the idea is to provide an opportunity for persons to come 
to Massachusetts and apply for asylum here. The Asylum 
Seekers are in the process of raising funds and we will 
have opportunities to participate.
Racial Justice: Racial justice was ranked second by 
respondents as the area that they were most passionate 
about and third amongst issues of global need. As a 
congregation, we continue to support local racial justice 
awareness programs like the Community Martin Luther 
King Day event at Wilson Middle School and the Natick 
Multi-Cultural Day on the Common. Our Soul Sabbatical 
series last year also focused on issues of racial justice. 
There appears to be a willingness to expand opportunities 
to become active in racial justice issues. 72% of 
respondents ranked racial justice as one of the top 3 
issues that they are most passionate about. Along with 
environmental justice and hunger, this is an area that the 
congregation seems motivated to work towards.

Summary
The survey results provide a good sense of where the 
congregation is interested in focusing its mission and 
outreach activities.  Environmental justice was the area 
that members are most passionate about and it was ranked 
fourth in local needs.  We should continue to promote 
activism in the area of climate change, conservation, and 
renewable energy.  We also have the opportunity this year 
to support Mass Interfaith Power and Light’s efforts to 
bring the Be The Spark program to Massachusetts. 
Hunger issues are also a top priority of members who 
responded. We can continue to promote food donations 
and look forward to even more spirited competition in next 
year’s Souper Bowl.
Other areas where we should consider expanding mission 
and outreach activities include support of programs 
addressing the opioid crisis, immigration issues, and racial 
justice.  The identification of Housing as one of the top 
two local issues would seem to indicate that there are 
opportunities to increase participation in FPM hosting and 
other programs.



Sunday, May 19th at noon
 In April 2013, just a few months after the active shooter 
disaster on December 14, 2012, at Sandy Hook Elementary 
School in Newtown, CT, the American College of 
Surgeons convened a group including the U.S. military, the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, and emergency medical 
response organizations, to create a protocol for national 
policy to enhance survivability from active shooter and 
intentional mass casualty events.  The “Stop the Bleed” 
initiative was the result.  It was determined that many 
lives could be saved if victims had bleeding controlled by 
bystanders and first responders in the field.  By doing so, 
they are able to make it to definitive intervention before 
bleeding to death.  Much like the Red Cross and American 
Heart association’s efforts to teach CPR, The American 
College of Surgeons’ goal is to train every American in 
basic bleeding control techniques.  
To date there are over 44,000 registered instructors and 
over 600,000 people have been trained.
Steve Palmer is one of those instructors and the Safety and 
Security team is bringing a “Stop the Bleed” class to First 
Church Natick.  Come find out how to save a life on May 
19th after worship.  We will be reviewing the use of the 
AED as well.

Join the UCC “All Church Read” 
this summer!

This June representatives from United Church of Christ 
congregations including Jonathan Guest, a member of 
First Church Natick will be traveling to Milwaulkee to 
participate in General Synod 32.  The keynote speaker 
will be the Pulitzer Prize-winning author of Evicted: 
Poverty and Profit in the American City, Matthew 
Desmond.  
But whether or not you are a delegate to synod, you are 
invited to participate this summer in an All Church 
Read.  Evicted draws on years of embedded fieldwork 
and painstakingly gathered data.  Evicted won the 
2017 Pulitzer Prize, the National Books Critics Circle 
Award for Nonfiction, the Andrew Carnegie Medal for 
Excellence in Nonfiction, among others.
This landmark work of scholarship and reportage takes 
us into the poorest neighborhoods of Milwaukee to tell 
the story of eight families on the edge. Arleen is a single 
mother trying to raise her two sons on the $20 a month 
she has left after paying for their rundown apartment. 
Scott is a gentle nurse consumed by a heroin addiction. 
Lamar, a man with no legs and a neighborhood full of 
boys to look after, tries to work his way out of debt. 
Vanetta participates in a botched stickup after her hours 
are cut.  All are spending almost everything they have on 
rent, and all have fallen behind.
The fates of these families are in the hands of two 
landlords: Sherrena Tarver, a former schoolteacher 
turned inner-city entrepreneur, and Tobin Charney, who 
runs one of the worst trailer parks in Milwaukee.  They 
loathe some of their tenants and are fond of others, but as 
Sherrena puts it, “Love don’t pay the bills.”  She moves 
to evict Arleen and her boys a few days before Christmas.
Copies will be available in the church library after Easter.  
We hope to gather in the fall to discuss the issues surfaced 
by Desmond’s research. 



There’s a revolution underway. One that will change 
how we power our lives the same way the smartphones 
transformed the way we communicate. 
All over the world, from California to China, carbon 
pricing is making the utilities and companies burning the 
fossil fuels driving the climate crisis pay the true cost 
of their choice. After all, with hurricanes getting more 
devastating, wildfires getting more destructive, and kids 
getting sicker and sicker thanks to climate change, it’s only 
fair. 
Sound radical? Think about it this way: You’d never enjoy 
a great night out at a restaurant and then skip on the bill, 
leaving the staff to pay for your meal. But that’s exactly 
what Big Polluters have been doing to the rest of us for 
decades – making all kinds of money while leaving the rest 
of us to pay the costs of a warmer world. 
Using basic market mechanisms to create a fair approach 
to energy, carbon pricing simply asks that the companies 
contributing to climate change pay the real costs of the 
damage it does. 
Carbon pricing isn’t about punishing companies – it’s 
about creating the world we want. When the real costs of 
burning fossil fuels and emitting carbon pollutions come 
into play, the market takes over. 
Those that choose clean energy sources like wind and solar 
don’t incur the market costs of carbon emissions – so more 
and more companies do the math and choose clean energy. 
Demand for wind and solar keeps growing, which means 
prices keep falling for all of us. 
The result: less carbon pollution fueling the climate crisis. 
More jobs in a sector that already employs 9.8 million 
worldwide. Better access to affordable energy solutions. 
And a sustainable future for the planet. 
Let’s create a better way to power our lives and our 
economies. Let’s create the incredible future we deserve. 
Let’s do it with carbon pricing. 
The conversation is underway on Beacon Hill.  
Representative Jennifer Benson has proposed HD. 2370 
An Act to Promote Green Infrastructure and Reduce 
Carbon Emissions.  Its Key Takeaways:

• PUT a simple price on carbon pollution. 

• INVEST 30% of all revenue ($400–600 million per 
year) in local clean transportation, resiliency, and re-
newable energy projects. 

• PROTECT low and middle-income households, rural 
residents, and export-driven manufacturers. 

For more information on carbon pricing, visit 
masscleanenergyfuture.org.  And contact your legislators 
to ask for their active support of this bill.  
Senate President Karen E. Spilka
Room 332, State House
24 Beacon Street
Boston, MA, 02133
Phone: 617-722-1640
Email: Karen.Spilka@masenate.gov
Senator Rebecca Rausch
Becca.Rausch@masenate.gov
State House
24 Beacon St. 
Room 419
Boston, MA, 02133
Phone: 617-722-1555
Representative David Linsky
 David.Linsky@mahouse.gov
State House
24 Beacon St. 
Room 146
Boston, MA, 02133
Decades ago we addressed air and water pollution with 
dramatic results.  We can clean up carbon pollution and 
create a healthier world for us and future generations.

Want to contribute to
First Church Natick

from your mobile device?
1. Go to the App Store
2. Download the “GIVE+” app
3. Launch the App
4. Enter our zip (01760)
5. Select “First Congregational Church of Natick”
6. We recommend you “Create Account”
7. Or you can give anonymously by selecting 

“Give Now”
8. Complete your donation

The 2019 First Church 
Natick address/phone 
directory is now 
available!
Please be sure to pick up 
a copy during coffeehour 
or stop by the church 
office during the week!
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Festival 2019
Sunday, April 28th

Natick Common ~ 11am - 3pm
Natick Earth Day is a celebration of sustainable living. The 

community is invited to learn, share, and connect with neighbors 
to take action for our environment and our future…. 

And ENJOY a great spring day in the center of our town with:
 � Free planetarium shows for the whole family,

 � ‘Tent Talks’ on local environmental issues,

 � Live animal programs,

 � Great local entertainment, including a magician, and

 � The opportunity to interact with more than 80 sustainability-
focused exhibitors.

Sponsored by the Natick Earth Day 
Group in partnership with the Natick 

Community Organic Farm


