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I am writing on the first day of spring.  Outside, patches of green are poking through the snow 
and I am waiting anxiously to see what will return.

The summer did not end well for many of the perennials in my yard.  Even the hostas and daylil-
ies sported only a few anemic looking leaves by the end of September.  The drought took its toll, 
and I suspect took it toll on the trees that came down in last week’s nor’easter.  
The climate is changing.  New invasives are gaining ground.  Mosquitoes that carry some nasty 
kinds of bacteria are moving north.  Tick bites are predicted to cause at least five different kinds 
of infection this season and the number of ticks is on the rise.  Migratory birds are faced with 
flying further to follow their food sources.  Tornadoes ripped the roof off of a Congregational 
church in northwestern Massachusetts just a few weeks ago.  And what we are hearing from 
Washington is that it is only acceptable these days to talk about protecting our clean air and clean 
water as if we don’t need to be concerned about the air and the water on the planet or the shifting 
weather trends or the decline in phyto-plankton or the mass of micro-plastics aggregating in the 
middle of the Pacific. 
I need to do something more to protect what I love.  This is what 
I plan.  I have a sabbatical leave coming up in the spring of 2018 
and I propose to focus on the link between sustainability and 
the sacred.  I am in the process of applying for a grant with the 
Lilly Foundation that would provide funding for me to travel and 
learn and read and have conversations with others in the field.  It 
would also provide funds for the congregation to get involved, 
make your own discoveries and take your own actions.
The sabbatical would run from mid-February to mid-May. The congregation would seek a full-
time sabbatical interim pastor whose responsibilities would be primarily worship leadership and 
congregational care while I am on leave.  Scheduling the sabbatical over the seasons of Lent 
and Easter creates a framework for the congregation’s faith explorations in a season of rebirth 
and renewal.  The timing also allows me to be available to support our leadership teams through 
our fall programming, stewardship campaign and Annual Meeting.  I would return in time to 
celebrate our confirmands and 50-year members in June and have plenty of time to plan the next 
program year. 
Preliminary plans for the congregation include creating a downtown community garden, animal 
visits and winter tracking and star identification for the kids, partnering with experts from Mass 
Audubon, Mass Horticultural Society and the Natick Organic Farm to learn about topics like 
birding or nature photography or canning and fermentation, and participating in GreenFaith’s 
congregation-wide environmental stewardship program.  During my sabbatical I will travel to 
Costa Rica and visit our sloth friends at Kids Saving the Rainforest.  My dream would be to 
learn enough to return to Costa Rica next year with those in our church family who are up for an 
adventure. 
There is so much more to share with you than will fit onto this page.  So I invite anyone who is 
interested to join in the Green Team meeting on April 2nd following worship where I can go into 
more detail about my ideas and hear yours.  We will also have an update from the Physical Plant 
team about their work with Mass Interfaith Power and Light to make our building more energy 
efficient.  Should be an exciting meeting.  Hope you can join in!   
          ~  Vicky
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Our Tree of Life
During worship on March 19th, 
we celebrated the baptism of Ethan 
Thomas Treadwell.  Ethan is the 
son of Adam and Jessica Treadwell.  
Ethan’s godmother is Sarah Perez.  
The children helped to get ready for 

Ethan’s baptism by adding rainbow cups of water from the 
fountain to the baptismal font.  
We hold Tracy Sivak and her family in our prayers.  Tracy’s 
father, Hugh Scott died on March 8th.  Family and friends 
gathered to celebrate his life on March 12th in Mansfield 
with burial at the Massachusetts National Cemetery in 
Bourne on March 13th. 
Our prayers surround the family and friends of James Gra-
ham who gathered to celebrate his life on March 10th.  Jim 
died suddenly in Leesburg, FL where he was vacationing on 
February 28th.  He worked for over 20 years for the Town of 
Natick’s Maintenance Department.
Our prayers also surround the family and friends of Jessie 
Brackey, 25, who died unexpectedly Sunday, March 19th 
at the Metro West Medical Center in Framingham.  He was 
the son of Ellen (Rosenfeld) Brakey and her partner Cheryl 
Lewandowski of Natick.  Family and friends gathered in the 
chapel at Everett’s funeral home on March 25th to celebrate 
his life.
On March 5th, Aili and Rusty Lewis and Suzanne Griffin 
became the newest members of First Congregational Church 
during worship.  We celebrate the gift of their friendship and 
their commitment.  

Rusty and Aili Lewis grew up in Berlin, 
CT.  They started dating in high school, 
attended Skidmore College, and have 
been together ever since!  They have three 
children – Brayden (7), Palmer (4), and 
Sienna (10 months).  They moved to the 
Boston area in 2006 so Aili could attend 
graduate school, but they only came to 
Natick in January 2015 (moving, quite 

literally, in between blizzards) on the advice of friends and 
colleagues who had great things to say about the town’s 
schools and community organizations.  Between working 
full time and having three young kids, their time is focused 
on keeping their sanity. :-) More seriously, they try to savor 
family time and instill values of community and service by 
attending church, and supporting their kids’ involvement in 
school, sports, and other community activities.  Rusty and 
Aili enjoy watching Boston sports, reading (Rusty is particu-
larly interested in science fiction) cooking, watching movies, 
and if time and money allow, traveling.
Suzanne Griffin grew up in Framingham and moved to 
Natick about three years ago. Until she was about five years 
old, she and her family attended a Congregational church in 
Wayland, but since then she hasn’t  belonged to any specific 

church, choosing instead to explore faith 
her own way.  Suzanne is a Toddler Teacher 
at Primrose Natick in the mornings and in 
the afternoons she is a nanny for a wonder-
ful family in Wellesley who have a 13 and 
15 year old.  In her spare time, she enjoys 
spending time with family and friends, read-
ing, practicing nail art and manicure techniques, and hiking. 
She is very happy to have found a place where she can get 
more involved in the community and meet new people.
We celebrate with Michelle Russell. A film produced by 
Michelle had received multiple accolades recently with it’s 
acceptance to three film festivals.  A Good Man’s Company 
stars Michelle’s grandfather, Mr. Jack Bertram, a World 
War Two veteran who flew 36 missions as a B-17 pilot.  
The film features conversations between Mr. Bertram and 
Michelle about his experiences in the war, historical foot-
age, and family photos.  After its premiere at the San Fran-
cisco Veterans Film Festival, A Good Man’s Company won 
Best Documentary at the Boise Student International Video 
Festival and is scheduled to make its international premiere 
in France at the Normandie World War Two International 
Film Festival.  Michelle hopes to attend the Normandie 
Festival in early June with her grandfather and family.

Lessons and Blessings
by Student Minister, Tiffany Spigarolo
It is hard to believe that our time together is coming to 
an end.  It feels like yesterday that I was writing my first 
article for the Good Word.  The church that you all have 
created in this space was an amazing place for me to learn 
and to grow into the minister that I am becoming.  Your 
congregation is great at giving feedback in a positive way.  
Your generosity and loving atmosphere is the perfect place 
to provide a comfortable learning environment. 
The pub theology group is one that I have gotten to spend 
a good amount of time with and have enjoyed.  We have 
shared many thoughts, theological and social, around the 
table while also sharing a cold drink.  God has been at the 
forefront of our minds while we dove deeper into conversa-
tions about tough topics.  I am glad to announce that my last 
day with your church will be at Pub Theology on May 3rd 
and I would love for everyone to join us.
Each committee that has opened their doors to me to sit in 
on your meetings I am appreciative.  I have enjoyed getting 
to know you at Panera Bread during drop in hours, as well 
as in your homes for visits.  I am blessed to have learned 
from your amazing minister, Vicky!  The lessons that I 
have learned here will stay with me thought my ministry.  
I leave knowing that it is worth it to take chances on new 
adventures in a church because the congregation is the best 
adventure companions.  I pray that your church continues 
to grow and do the good work that you are already doing in 
your community!     ~ Tiffany



Special Jazz Service 
Palm Sunday, April 9th at 10:30 AM

On the streets of Jeru-
salem 2000 years ago, 
a crowd erupted with a 
mixture of expectation 
and hope and frustration 
and anger.  Tension was 
in the air as they gathered 
to celebrate Passover and 

remember their great deliverance from slavery in Egypt, but 
looking down from the wall and the towers of the city were 
the Roman legions, making it quite clear that freedom was 
once again beyond their reach.  
A shout telegraphed through the crowd – Hosanna!  Origi-
nally from the Hebrew word that means “save us,” over time 
“Hosanna” became a shout announcing that salvation had 
come.  The crowd tossed their cloaks in the road and waved 
branches from the trees because they saw hope riding into 
town on a donkey.  
We will enter the story of Palm Sunday through the doorway 
of jazz this year.  Jazz has a way of focusing our attention on 
the interplay of voices, like those voices in the crowd on that 
first Palm Sunday. This Palm Sunday we will be joined by 
Willie Sordillo and other jazz artists to help lead us in worship 
as we explore what it means to wave our own palms and fol-
low the procession toward both hope and risk.  Willie has been 
our guest artist in worship many times on his wonderful sax, 
but this Palm Sunday it will be worship in a different key as 
jazz will set the tone to bring this old story alive in a way that 
speaks to our present challenges.   We hope you can join us as 
we enter Holy Week with this special Jazz Sunday.

Maundy Thursday Potluck & 
Communion  
April 13th  @ 6:30 PM in the vestry
Please join us for a intergenerational 
potluck dinner and worship service 
on Maundy Thursday, April 13th at 
6:30 PM.  We will begin in the vestry 
with a hymn and a prayer before 
enjoying food and fellowship around 
a potluck meal remembering that last 
Passover that Jesus celebrated with 
his friends.  
Then we will journey to our own upper room in the sanctu-
ary where we will gather around Christ’s table as we remem-
ber how the story unfolds from the table to the cross.  

Journey through Holy Week at First Church Natick
This powerful service of dramatic readings and a mixture of 
musical styles begins at 6:30 PM in the vestry.  
If your last name begins with A-G, please bring a salad or 
side dish, H-R please bring a main dish, and S-Z please 
bring a dessert.  Beverages and rolls will be provided.  Sign 
up in the vestry or contact the church office to make your reser-
vation (admin@firstchurchnatick.org or 508-653-0971).

Holy Saturday Prayer Vigil
8:00 PM on April 15th ~ dawn on April 16th   
It has been our tradition to make the sanctuary available for 
prayer on the Saturday night before Easter.  Those who have 
participated over the years have experienced the sense of 
peace and holiness in this time of waiting in the presence of 
God in the candlelit sanctuary.  
You are invited to sign up for 30-minute segments throughout 
the night in the sanctuary.  Normally, two people are at prayer 
in the sanctuary at a time.  Prayer lists and reflection resourc-
es are available to help guide your prayer time, if desired.  
We are also looking for individuals who could offer an hour 
or two to help us host the prayer vigil by letting our vigil-
ers in and out throughout the evening, so that no one is ever 
alone in the building.  
You can sign up in the vestry to welcome or to pray or per-
haps both!  Or if it is easier for you, contact the church office 
(508-653-0971 or admin@firstchurchnatick.org) to choose 
the time that is right for you.

Easter Sunday Family Worship
April 16th at 10:30 AM
Easter is a moveable feast!  That is 
because the date for Easter is tied to 
the sun and the moon.  Easter falls 
on the first Sunday after the first 
full moon after the vernal equinox.  
It moves around the calendar.  Eas-
ter arrives whether or not the snow 
has melted or the bulbs have begun 
to poke through the frozen earth with their reminder that God 
brings life out of death, hope out of defeat, love out of loss, 
and a new beginning out of every ending.  The great mystery 
of resurrection refuses to be pinned down to a particular date.
What new beginning is God creating this Easter?  Join us 
to discover what signs of God’s unfolding love story with 
the world you recognize in your life as we gather on Easter 
morning for a Festival Celebration of the Resurrection.  Wor-
ship will include special Easter anthems by the Senior Choir 
and an egg hunt following worship for the kids!



Our next Family Promise 
MetroWest host week begins 
Sunday, April 30
It’s almost time to open our doors to welcome the FPM 
families again this spring!  Opportunities to sign-up to 
volunteer will soon be available online and during coffeehour 
in the vestry.  If you wish to volunteer, but have not yet 
attended the mandatory training session, the following 
training opportunities are available.  No pre-registration is 
required.  Each training session runs from 7:00 - 8:30 PM. 
Sunday,  April 2: 
FPM Day Center, 13 Common St., Framingham
Tuesday, April 4:
UU Area Church, 11 Washington St., Sherborn
Thursday, April 20:
UU Society of Wellesley, 309 Washington St., Wellesley
Tuesday, May 2
Christ the King Church, 600 Central St., Holliston
Thursday, May 18
Pilgrim Church, 25 South Main St., Sherborm
If your schedule is too crazy during the school year to be 
able to volunteer, consider saving a date on your calendar for 
our summer hosting week, August 13-20.  In the summer, 
we are able to give each family their own room since the 
Preschool isn’t in session.  The days are long enough to have 
time for the kids to go out in the playground or adults to sit 
out on the Adirondack chairs.  It’s a great time to change up 
the menu and bring in a meal hot from the grill.  Hope you’ll 
look ahead and see if a summer week might be just the time 
to welcome our families to a place where they can get away 
from the stress of homelessness.  
If you need more information about how you might be in-
volved, contact the church office (508-653-0971 or admin@
firstchurchnatick.org).

Easter Offering 2017
In a world where it often seems that good news is scarce, our 
Easter offering reaches out to touch lives and to change them 
for the better.  This Easter we will divide our special offering 
between two important organizations. 
We plan to contribute half of our Easter offering to RIM 
– Refugee Immigration Ministry.  RIM is an interfaith, 
international, collaborative resource for asylum seekers and 
asylees.  Your contribution will provide hope to those forced 
to migrate from their homelands due to terrorism and politi-
cal upheaval.  They are welcomed into our communities 
where their skills become an asset to all of us and where they 
can reclaim their lives and their freedom.  The local MetroW-
est cluster is currently working with a family from Uganda 
– a mom, a dad and a child.  They are on their way in the 
process of qualifying for asylum.
The second organization that will benefit from our Easter 
offering circles all the way around the globe. Through One 
Great Hour of Sharing, we join with eight other denomi-
nations to carry God’s message of love and hope to people 
in more than eighty countries, working with international 
partners to provide sources of clean water and food, educa-
tion and health care, small business micro-credit, emergency 
relief, advocacy and resettlement for refugees.  On average, 
throughout a year, the United Church of Christ responds to 
disaster once every 2.5 days.  Check out our Facebook page 
to view a video on OGHS!

Through our Easter Offering in 2017 we have the chance 
to go beyond the headlines and the politics to help ordinary 
people working with limited resources or caught in events 
that have turned their hopes and expectations upside down. 
You can return your Easter gift at any time by giving on-line 
at www. http://firstchurchnatick.org/content/donate or by 
sending your check to the church office.  Please note “Easter 
offering” on your check.  You will also receive special Easter 
offering envelopes in the mail and you will find them in the 
pews on Easter morning, if you wish to place your Easter 
offering in the plate on Easter Sunday.

New Member Sundays 
April 9th and June 4th

It is always a special Sunday when we welcome new members to our congregation.  They bring new perspectives and ideas 
and offer the gift of new relationships.  In January, as we began a new church year at our annual meeting, Beth and Kenny 
Garreau joined our fellowship and in March, Suzanne Griffin and Aili and Rusty Lewis became members on the Sunday 
that we began our journey toward Easter.
Perhaps this is the right time for you to make a commitment to membership at First Church Natick.  If so, it would be a 
privilege and pleasure to welcome you into our fellowship on Palm Sunday, April 9th as we begin Holy Week together – or 
on Pentecost Sunday, June 4th when we will also be recognizing our 25 and 50-year members. 
If you are interested in being received into membership this spring, speak to Vicky Guest after worship on Sunday or con-
tact the church office (508-653-0971; admin@firstchurchnatick.org).  Vicky would love to schedule a time to learn more 
about your interests, answer your questions and provide you with whatever information you need.  Our welcome is wide 
and we hope you feel a part of the community, whether or not the time is right for you to join, but if it is the right time for 
you, we would be honored to extend the right hand of fellowship and welcome you home.



Our Progressive Dinner – a movable feast where each 
course of the meal takes place at a different location – 
is always one of the favorite adult-only events at First 
Church Natick!  We meet at the church and travel to other 
locations over the evening to enjoy each course.  That 
means you have the opportunity to enjoy the company of 
many people in different configurations.
Mark your calendars now!  We’ll begin at 5:00 PM with 
appetizers at the church.  Everyone will get instructions 
both to the salad and main courses, as well as directions 
back to the church for a candlelight dessert course, and of 
course, more mixing and mingling and conversation.
We would love to know if you think that you might be 
able to host a course, so that we can being planning in 
earnest.  Contact the church office (admin@firstchurch-
natick.org or 508-653-0971) to volunteer to host or to sign 
up as a guest.  The Welcome Team would also love a few 
volunteers who might be willing to assist with logistics.
The cost of the event is $10.  Everyone is invited to bring 
either an appetizer or a dessert to share.  Sign up in the 
vestry or contact the church office to reserve your spot at 
our moveable feast!

Boston People’s Climate March
Saturday, April 29

A Boston People’s Climate Rally is 
being organized in solidarity with 
marches in Washington, DC and oth-
er communities across the country. It 
is planned for noon on April 29th on 
the Boston Common.  Marking 100 
days of the Trump Administration, 
we will rally for climate justice, call-
ing on our elected leaders to protect 

our environment.  Our country needs to take bold action 
to address climate change by supporting the Paris agree-
ment, moving to renewable energy, and opposing any at-
tacks on our air, water, atmosphere, economy, health, and 
families.  We will be standing together to bring awareness 
to climate change, as well as various justice and equal-
ity issues facing our nation today.  For more information 
about this and other area marches visit peoplesclimate.
org/sister-marches/.

Rabbi Jordi Schuster Battis is 
guest preacher for Earth Day, 
April 23rd!
The Jewish tradition is blessed with a wonderful holiday that 
celebrates the earth. 
Tu BiSh’vat or the “New Year of the Trees” is Jewish Arbor 
Day.  On Earth Day, Sunday, April 23rd, we will be joined by 
Rabbi Jordi Schuster Battis.  She will share this tradition with us 
during morning worship and following worship during coffee-
hour, she will also lead any who are interested in experiencing 
the tradition of the seder in which the fruits of various kinds of 
trees are tasted and enjoyed.
The date for the holiday is not fixed, but it usually falls in Febru-
ary.  Scholars believe that originally Tu BiSh’vat was an agri-
cultural festival, marking the emergence of spring.  Today, the 
holiday has become a tree-planting festival in Israel, in which 
Israelis and Jews around the world plant trees in honor or in 
memory of loved ones and friends.
Rabbi Battis has been the Director of Curriculum at Temple Beth 
Shalom in Needham since 2012.  She was ordained at Hebrew 
Union College in Los Angeles and holds a MA in Jewish Educa-
tion from Hebrew Union College, as well as a Master of Theo-
logical Studies from Harvard Divinity School and a BA from 
Williams College.  Originally from Claremont, CA.  Rabbi Battis 
has lived, worked and studied in many places – Cambridge, Los 
Angeles, Jerusalem, Chicago and New Haven.  She now lives and 
intends to stay in Natick with her husband Seth and their sons, 
Gershom (Gersh) and Rachmael (Rocky).
We encourage you to sign-up in the vestry during coffeehour for 
the tasting seder after worship so that we will have enough sup-
plies for everyone.  Or you can contact the church office to make 
your reservation (508-653-0971 or admin@firstchurchnatick.org).

Children’s Lenten Stewardship 
Project
Time to feed the very hungry caterpillar in our sanc-
tuary!  It is ready to munch down some spare change  
Any change you can add to the Children’s Lenten 
Offering will support our “Forests for Monarchs” 
project.  This project purchases seedlings to be plant-
ed by farmers in an area where Monarch Butterflies 
spend the winter months in south central Mexico.  
“Forests for Monarchs” has already been responsible 
for planting over two million trees in the region!  The 
new trees grow quickly and supply the local need for 
wood to reduce harvesting the old growth forests to 
meet human demand for wood products.  Not only 
do the butterflies benefit.; the saplings create a sus-
tainable business for local farmers.  Everybody wins!  
Let’s do our part to help provide the important winter habitat for 
the butterflies we enjoy in our gardens in the summer!



Spring Lunch Bunches!
Friday, April  21st @ 12:30 PM & May 20th 
beginning @11:00 AM
We will have the vestry to ourselves when we meet in 
April during school vacation!  Hope you’ll join us in 
April to celebrate Earth Day!  The table has gotten much 
larger in recent months and it is always exciting to need 
more chairs!  Lunch Bunch has no particular agenda – just 
a great group of people who enjoy getting together to 
connect.  Some are veteran members; some are newbies.  
Together it’s a very good time. 
When Lunch Bunch returns in May, the vestry will 
be hopping!   We will be joined by the talented young 
members of our preschool, who will debut their year-end 
performance for us!  If you’ve never been to our May 
Preschool Extravaganza, you are in for a treat!  If you 
have been, we are sure you will be back!  Our preschool-
ers were born for the stage and they bring so much energy 
and enthusiasm to their program that it will definitely 
make your day!
Everybody is welcome at “Lunch Bunch!”  Just bring 
along a brown bag lunch.  The amazing Deb Evers might 
just be cooking up a new soup recipe.  And with some 
luck we might also have Betty Benefito’s cheese ball.  
We’ll have beverages and, of course, you are invited to 
bring goodies to share.  In fact, it is impossible to leave 
Lunch Bunch hungry, even if you forgot your lunch!  If 
you need transportation, just give the office a call (508-
653-0971).  We would be pleased to pick you up!

Riverbend Bible Study 
is April 6th and May 4th at 2:00 PM 
We have begun part 2 of a three-part study of the book of 
Genesis by the UCC’s Stillspeaking Writers Group, fol-
lowing the adventures of Abraham and Sarah, a childless 
migrant couple who struggle to follow God’s call as they 
journey far from home and family. 
Their story invites us to ask questions of our own.  Why 
are we here?  Where are we heading?  What does God 
want with us?  What does it mean to be faithful in a world 
where God so often seems hidden? 
We meet in the library at Riverbend in South Natick.  No 
preparation is required.  We welcome newcomers to the 
conversation.  Chances are that you have heard these sto-
ries before but perhaps they are not quite as you remem-
ber.  The conversation is always lively because it turns out 
that it’s not ancient history.  We find ourselves in God’s 
story every time.  We can also arrange either to carpool 
from the church or pick you up on route!  Just let Vicky or 
the church office know (pastor@firstchurchnatick.org or 
508-653-0971). Hope you’ll join us!

Looking ahead to the Rite-13 
ceremony on Sunday, May 21st

“Nothing Goes Without Saying” 
How often do we think things like, “She knows I love her – 
it goes without saying” or “He knows how much I appreciate 
all his hard work – it goes without saying?”  In fact, noth-
ing goes without saying, and the important things should 
NEVER go without saying.  Words can be a powerful affir-
mation, and the absence of the right words can leave a void 
that really hurts.  There are things we know, but sometimes 
we still need to hear them loud and clear.  
During the Sunday morning worship service on May 21st, 
our Rite-13 Ceremony will allow our congregation to say 
some important things to the members of our Junior Youth 
Group who are turning 13 this year.  This ceremony gives 
our church family a way of saying to our young people in 
words the things we hope we’ve conveyed all along – things 
like: “We stand with you as you make your way on the jour-
ney; we are here for you; we are proud of you; we love you; 
God loves you.” 
It’s easy to just assume that our teens feel appreciated and 
accepted as a vital part of our church, but adolescence can 
be such a time of uncertainty, and some things just can’t be 
said often enough.  Please plan to be with us in worship on 
May 21st, and keep these young people in your prayers as 
they prepare for this significant event.  Rite-13 families and 
leaders will gather on Friday, May 19th, for a celebratory 
banquet to honor this passage.

“God on Tap” is Back in May!
Morse Tavern on May 3rd @ 7:30 PM
Although it might not feel like it the past few weeks, spring is 
on its way!  What better excuse to roll down the windows of 
your car and head out for time with friends?  Come and join 
us on May 3rd for a glass of beer and a good conversation!
The format is simple – beer or non-alcoholic beverages, 
some munchies, a great group of interesting people and the 
spotlight is on God.  Relationships are around our lives ev-
ery day!  We are constantly in relationship with one another, 
friends, family, our spouse, and our God.  Pub Theology 
is an excellent evening out to continue to grow these rela-
tionships.  Just note your topic suggestions on the sign-up 
board, or drop our student minister, Tiffany an email (tspi-
garo2006@gmail.com).
The cost is $10 to cover the beverages and munchies. Seat-
ing is limited, so please sign-up in the vestry on Sunday or 
contact the church office to reserve your space (508-653-
0971; admin@FirstChurchNatick.org).



First Church Natick youth to 
reach out in Boston through 
City Reach
Some members of our senior youth group, accompanied by 
several adults, will travel into Boston and participate in the City 
Reach program on May 12th and 13th.  The program begins 
on Friday evening and runs through Saturday afternoon.  This 
program is hosted by Ecclesia Ministries, the entity that operates 
Common Cathedral, a ministry to the street people of Boston.  
Our youth, joined by other church groups, will meet people liv-
ing on the streets of Boston, get to know them, and walk the city 
with them.  We will see and better understand the many ways 
that people need to adapt to the environmental and social chal-
lenges of living on the streets.  On Saturday morning, our group 
will offer hospitality, food and clothing both inside the church 
and outside as part of a street outreach team, to people who live 
on the street, including some we met the night before. The items 
we will offer are free to our guests, thanks to the support from lo-
cal churches like ours, and provide those who live on the streets 
with clean, or even new, clothes. 
Our youth will be collecting items for their work of providing 
clothing and food for those living on the streets of Boston during 
the shop and outreach time on Saturday morning. They will need 
your help! 
Some of the important items that are needed include:  
All kinds of carrying cases – used and in good condition 
(backpacks, tote bags, fanny packs and/or small suitcases with 
wheels)
Sleeping bags & blankets (clean & in good condition)
Travel size toiletries (soap, shampoo, deodorant, lotion, tooth-
paste, disposable razors, tampons)
New white socks 
New underwear (especially needed - large men’s)  
Rugged, outdoor clothing appropriate for the summer (clean 
and in good condition / think comfortable, rugged clothing such 
as what you would wear for hiking or camping) including: nylon 
jackets / ponchos / lightweight raincoats, hooded sweatshirts, t-
shirts, jeans,  comfortable shoes  / waterproof boots, belts
*** City Reach has no use for children’s clothes, dress clothes, 

slippers, bathrobes or pajamas.***
Please keep in mind that we are offering these items at the start 
of summer in Boston.  It is important to remember that the cloth-
ing you donate be appropriate for summer weather.  Both 
Ecclesia Ministries and certainly those living on the streets don’t 
have space to store winter items.  
Please bring your donations to the church beginning April 24 
through May 6.  
Let’s show our youth our support in this important ministry!  Any 
items you can provide, in good, clean condition, will be helpful 
and important! 

New Date for June’s 
Environmental Action Sunday!
June 11th, 12:00 to 2:30 PM @ Broadmoor 
Wildlife Sanctuary in South Natick
We are going on road in June for our Environmental Action 
Sunday to experience some amazing pollinators in the wild!  
Join us at Broadmoor Wildlife Sanctuary in South Natick for 
a program designed for us by naturalist, Joy Marzolf.  Arrive 
at noon with a picnic lunch and the folks at Broadmoor will 
have picnic tables reserved for us in the pavilion.  Or if you 
prefer, you can arrive at 12:45 PM and join us for just the 
program.  
We anticipate that we will divide into two groups with one 
specially targeted for families with children.  The access to 
the meadow is now adjacent to the center so access should be 
easy for all ages and stages.  The program will take about 90 
minutes, but afterward you are welcome to remain and ex-
plore the sanctuary until closing time!  The cost is $8/person.
Joy will introduce us to some of the smaller residents in the 
sanctuary.  Discover the amazing number of dragonflies, 
damselflies and butterflies that make Broadmoor home!  
What is a damselfly?  How do dragonflies survive the winter? 
Is that a butterfly or a moth?  Come learn all about these 
beautiful winged creatures and how to help our local butter-
flies this summer!
Joy Marzolf has been a Naturalist and Educator for over 15 
years, the last ten at Mass Audubon’s Broadmoor Wildlife 
Sanctuary in Natick.  She teaches a variety of classes includ-
ing programs on butterflies and dragonflies, as well as how to 
photograph them.  She enjoys sharing her love and photos of 
these beautiful creatures, as well as giving audiences ideas of 
how to help save these amazing winged creatures.
Please sign-up in the vestry during coffeehour to make your 
reservation for this “fun beginning of summer” celebration or 
contact the church office anytime (508-653-0971 or admin@
firstchurchnatick.org).



Place your Easter Lily order 
after worship on Sunday, April 
2nd and 9th
Sign up to make your donation of flowers to 
decorate the sanctuary on Easter morning.  Flowers 
can be given in remembrance of loved ones or in 
celebration of something special or in gratitude for 
God’s abundant goodness.  We will include your 
dedication in the Easter Sunday Bulletin.  After 
Easter morning worship, these flowers are deliv-
ered to all those who are ill or home-bound in our 
church family.  The cost is whatever you can give.  
Checks should be made out to First Congregational 
Church with “Easter flowers” in the memo line.  
You can also donate Easter flowers by contact-
ing the church office during the week (admin@
firstchurchnatick.org or 508-653-0971).

Volunteers needed to deliver 
Easter lilies to our homebound 
and rehab friends and members

We have about 15 members and friends in our 
congregation who are home-bound or un-
able to join us for our Easter Sunday worship 
celebration.  We are hoping to find some vol-
unteers who would be able to take an Easter 
lily from our service to them after worship on 
Easter Sunday, April 16th.  
This is a wonderful opportunity to connect 
with those whose names you may have heard 
but you may not have had an opportunity to 
meet.  You can deliver as an individual or as a 
family.  Our home-bound members and friends 
love to see how your children have grown!

Sponsored by CITIZENS FOR A SAFER NATICK, Metrowest Health Foundation & Natick Area Clergy Association



Help “plant” a sanctuary garden 
of love and remembrance on 
Mothers’ Day, Sunday, May 14th 
You are invited to bring a flowering potted plant, large or 
small, to worship on Mothers’ Day.  Our floral offerings will 
be used to decorate the front of the sanctuary as beautiful 
springtime tributes to special women in our lives. The garden 
will grow in honor or in memory of someone loved.  At the 
close of worship, we will each take our own plants home to 
give as gifts or to plant in our springtime gardens.
Mark the date, be on the lookout for a posy to escort to 
church, and help plant our sanctuary garden of love and re-
membrance on Sunday, May 14th.

Welcome the Summer Season 
with the music of Johann 
Christian Bach!
Flute and Harpsichord Recital
June 4th at 3:00 PM in the sanctuary
Wendy Robbins and Tom Foster join forces to present a con-
cert of Johann Christian Bach’s Sonatas for flute and harpsi-
chord.  J.C. Bach was a leading figure in the Rococo period 
of music, and these sonatas are perfect examples of the light, 
elegant style of the time.
A reception will follow in the vestry.

Annual Pops concert performed 
by the Heritage Chorale
Rescheduled to Sunday, April 2nd, 4:00 PM 
@ Temple Shir Tikva in Wayland
The concert features “The best of the best … smile, weep, and 
cheer as you experience a selection of the best music from 
the past twenty nine years of Pops programs.”  Songs include 
“Can’t Help Falling in Love” (recorded by Elvis Presley), 
“Get Me to the Church” (My Fair Lady), “Where Have All 
the Flowers Gone” (recorded by Peter, Paul & Mary), a 
medley from “Music Man,” “The Lion Sleeps Tonight” (from 
The Lion King), “Michael Row the Boat Ashore,” and many 
others familiar to you.  You’ll be humming the tunes as you 
leave the concert!  
Driving directions:  North on Rt. 27 to Wayland; turn right 
on Rt. 20 towards Weston; Temple Shir Tikva will be on your 
right - plenty of parking. 
FCN singers include Ken High, Sarallyn Keller and Jonathan 
Guest.

Heritage Chorale Spring Concert: 
Mendelssohn’s “Elijah”
Saturday, May 13th, 7:30 PM
Keefe Tech High School, 750 Winter Street, 
Framingham
Under Maestro John Finney, with full orchestra and profes-
sional soloists, Heritage Chorale will tell the biblical story 
of the fiery prophet Elijah. Inspired by the great Baroque 
oratorios, but with the drama and expanded orchestra of the 
Romantic Period, Mendelssohn’s oratorio, Elijah, weaves 
together brilliant color, gorgeous lyricism, and great musical 
expression — sublime and nuanced, powerful and sensitive.
FCN singers include Barb Bertram, Sarallyn Keller and Jona-
than Guest.

ELECTRONICS & APPLIANCE 
RECYCLE DAY 

Saturday, April 22nd, 1:00 - 5:00 PM
in the church parking lot

Got junk?  See the list of items below that you can easily get 
rid of on April 22nd, right in the church parking lot!  
(All items must be emptied of all gas and/or water.

Free: 
Keyboards; lead acid batteries; cell phones; etc.

$5 each:
All kinds of Electronics: Monitors, Computers, 

Stereos, Radios, DVD’s
$10 each:

Small TV’s, All kinds of Appliances: Dishwashers, Stoves, 
Washer, Dryer, Water Heaters Microwaves, Lawn Mowers, 
Snow Blowers, Exercise Equipment, AC Units, Dehumidi-

fiers, Small Engine Items, etc.
$15 each:  Large TV’s over 20”

$20 each: TV in wood cabinet/casing

Spread the word! 
Family & friends from all towns are welcome to participate. 

Questions?
Contact Dennis Wood at denwaynewood@yahoo.com.

This event is run by CRT Recycling Inc., a MA Class A Per-
mitted Universal Recycling Facility.  

A portion of the proceeds will benefit FCC.

(Prices are subject to change.)



Celebrating Black History Month at First Church Natick
At the Community Martin Luther King Service, two Natick middle school students and one student from Natick High School 
shared their winning entries into the Annual MLK Essay Competition sponsored by the Natick Clergy Association.  One of 
the winners, Ryan Kaplan, presented his entry as an original song.  On February 12th, Ryan joined us for morning worship as 
we celebrated Black History Month and shared again the song that he had written for Dr. King.  You can listen to the song at 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=8U-M02RyB_k.  The prompt for Ryan’s composition was, “If you could go back in time to meet 
Martin Luther King Jr., what would you say to him?  Write a story telling about your meeting with Martin Luther King Jr..”
These are Ryan’s words: 

Run in my room my face is all red
Slam the door get in bed
Hope is lost love is dead
All these things stuck in my head instead
I know what they says not true
I am a person and so are you
Hoping for the future to realize and improve 
But every day I wonder when it’s time to remove the hate
I want to leave and go out
Show what my anger is all about
Bullying me isn’t fair
I want to punch him in the nose square
I know it’s wrong
But it’s not right
I could stay strong
Or I could fight
It makes me be
Not at all fine
The choice is made 
The choice was mine
I race out
The front door
I look around
In a whole new world
Through the fog
I can see
A silhouette
Starin’ at me

Who are you
Can’t you see
I have a dream
You’re Martin Luther King
Thank you for fixing
The world that I’m in
You’re welcome it’s great 
There is just one thing
How did you do it
Mr. King
Fight without harm
Be kind to everything
When you realize
That you are right
You will find
No point to fight
I know it’s hard 
But winning is too
Just do it right
I’m telling you
Just do it right
The scene fades away
I wake up in a pool of sweat
My mom asks me what’s wrong
Is it something I won’t get
I have a dream

Ryan Kaplan, Grade 8, Kennedy Middle School



Family Promise MetroWest's 8th Annual 
Walk To End Homelessness

Join the First Church Natick Team or donate online!

FPM’s 8th Annual Walk To End Homelessness is on Saturday, April 8, 2017 and we are looking for people to join our team, 
The First Congregational Walkers.

Event schedule:
 8:00 am - Registration 

 8:45 am - Welcome 
 8:50 am - Warm Ups 

 9:00 am - Start! 
 10:15 am - Awards and Wrap Ups

It will be a really fun day, starting at the Natick Community Senior Center, walking to the high school and back (about 3 
miles). Some people also just meander around the Common or the Senior Center.

There will be a DJ, drinks and food, games and prizes and other fun activities.  
Registration fees:  

 Ages 18 and above = $20
 Ages 5 – 17 = $10

 Ages 4 and younger = free (no t-shirt)

Join our team or donate online at http://tinyurl.com/gotrj9j or by scanning this QR code. 

Help raise funds for Family Promise MetroWest by 
donating clothing and household items 

Friday, April 7 - Sunday, April 9
@ Savers, 500 Cochituate Road, Framingham

Start gathering your gently used clothing and household items to donate at the Savers FUNDrive to benefit Family 
Promise MetroWest!

Savers accepts clothing, shoes, bedding, towels, accessories, CDs, DVDs, books, electrical items, toys & games, kitchen 
items, knick-knacks and sporting goods. 

Last year, Family Promise earned $3,139 thanks to the donations made on behalf of FPM. Let’s set a new record this year!



Matt Carriker returns as our 
Guest Preacher on May 14th!

Many of you know Matt.  He grew up in our congrega-
tion and became very involved with the West Virginia 
Workcamp.  That experience, among others, led him 
to involvement in social action in college and then 
to volunteer work in Belize and Haiti following his 
graduation.  Matt was ordained as a minister in the 
United Church of Christ and he is now engaged in a 
new church start just a few towns over in Waltham.  It is 
called Agape Spiritual Community UCC.  This is how 
they describe their vision:
Agape is a community of “contemplatives in action,” 
seeking to fully live out Jesus’ greatest invitation to love 
God and to love our neighbor as we love our self.  In 
worship, Agape has devotional, heart-centered music 
and worship that fills your spiritual cup.  At Agape, we 
place a high value on wanting each person to bring their 
whole self to worship and the life of the community, so 
that nobody needs to leave their mind OR heart at the 
door.  As a Pluralistic Christian congregation, Agape is 
centered on Jesus, while living into the affirmation that 
God is still speaking, and affirming that there is beauty, 
wisdom, and life found in all religions rooted in love.  
Agape lives first and foremost, not by a set of doctrines, 
but by a desire and commitment to follow in the way 
of Jesus.  Agape seeks, in the UCC tradition, to encour-
age testimonies, not tests, of faith.  We seek to honor 
belonging over beliefs. Agape seeks to be a loving and 
kind environment dedicated to teaching and modeling to 
children the foundation of faith and of love for God, all 
people, and the earth.
On May 14th, Matt will join us for worship to share 
more of what the Agape Community means to him and 
for emerging expressions of faith.  One of the wonder-
ful things about Agape is that they often worship around 
a meal as the young church worshipped.  They call it 
“Dinner Church.”  So we thought it would be most 
appropriate to provide a light luncheon in the parlor 
following worship on May 14th for any who would like 
an opportunity to continue the conversation with Matt.  
Please sign up in the vestry during coffeehour or contact 
the church office (508-653-0971 or admin@firstchurch-
natick.org).

All-church retreat to Brookwoods in 
Alton NH
Save the Date: November 10-12!
Don’t miss out on this fabulous opportunity to reconnect and be 
refreshed and renewed!  Make time to relax and engage with each 
other this fall on the Veteran’s Day Weekend when we return to the 
beautiful Brookwoods Conference Center, located at the southern 
end of Lake Winnipesaukee.  The conference center sits on more 
than 475 acres of woodlands in the New Hampshire Lakes Region 
overlooking Lake Winnipesauke.  The comfortable lodging and 
delicious meals will be sure to make this a memorable retreat for 
everyone.  (Picture summer camp on a lake with bunkhouse cabins 
spaced throughout the woods with a big dining hall with meeting 
spaces, ping-pong, pool tables and foosball.)  The perfect place for 
people of all ages to relax your body, refresh your soul, renew your 
mind and reconnect with one another!  We are especially hoping to 
have families with children join us for the weekend so “Save the 
Date!”

You’re invited to work for wildlife!
Join in Mass Audubon’s Annual Statewide 
Volunteer Day
Saturday, April 29th, 9:00 am–noon
Spend the morning helping one of Mass Audobon’s wildlife 
sanctuaries get a jump on spring cleaning while you reconnect with 
nature.  Come alone, bring your family, or invite a group of friends 
to join you.   As always, there will be a variety of projects suitable 
for all ages at 15 sites across Massachusetts.  A community service 
verification letter for your three hours of volunteering can also be 
provided. 
Bring a picnic lunch and spend time exploring—and enjoying—the 
sanctuary when the morning’s work is done.
See the list of participating wildlife sanctuaries online at www.
massaudobon.org for more details and sign up to reserve your spot!

OUT MetroWest Trivia Night & 
Silent Auction
Saturday, April 8th, 6:00 – 9:00 PM 
@ Framingham High School
This event is a wonderful way for LGBTQ folks and allies to come 
together to support OUT MetroWest’s programs for youth, and 
teenagers are most welcome to participate!  Pizza will be provided. 
We are hoping to gather a group of at least eight people to par-
ticipate.  Please email the church office (508-653-0971; admin@
FirstChurchNatick.org) if you are interested in attending.  
Cost: $20 per adult; $15 per youth; $160 for a table of 8 people. 
Due to the popularity of this event, all tickets must be purchased in 
advance.  Tickets will not be available the night of the event.  



Youth Leadership Summit:  
Thursday, April 6, 3:00 - 5:00 PM @ NHS
 This program is open to all Middle and High School leaders, including leaders in clubs, sports, and community service 
activities.
Rosalind Wiseman, international speaker and best selling author (Queen Bees and Wanna Bees, Masterminds and Wingmen) 
will speak with Natick High School and Middle School student leaders about creating a culture of respect in their school, 
team organization, community and social circles. 
Wiseman provides concrete, common sense strategies for students so that all participants walk away from the presentation 
with positive ways to lead and impact their community. 

Brave Conversations: Promoting Respect and Inclusion for All
Wed, April 26 from 7:00 - 9:00 PM at NHS
For students, teachers, parents and caregivers (grades 8-12)
This program features students and community members who share a commitment to celebrating diversity and inclusion 
in Natick and beyond. It will begin with reflections from Jamele Adams, Dean of Students at Brandeis University, TEDx-
Natick presenter and Natick resident (see below), who will speak about building a community of diversity and unity.
Jamele will be joined by teachers, students, parents and caregivers who launched this important work at Natick High School 
(NHS) at the start of the school year.  The program will conclude with “brave conversations” led by NHS students recently 
selected and trained as Peer Advocates.

Let’s Play! How to Connect to Your Child Through Play
Sun, May 7 from 12:00-2:00 PM at the Natick Community Organic Farm
For parents, caregivers and their children (preschool through elementary)
A hands-on program with ideas on how parents can engage their children through the world of play. Facilitated by licensed 
psychotherapist Pam Stich, this program will take place (weather permitting) outside at Natick’s local gem (and natural 
playground), the Natick Community Organic Farm.

Travis Roy: Conquering Life’s Challenges
Wednesday, May 10 from 7:00 - 9:00 PM at NHS
For parents, caregivers and students (all ages)
Travis Roy – motivational speaker, philanthropist, author and former BU hockey player – speaks to students and parents 
about the importance of having high expectations, goals and the resilience to persevere through adversity.  “In life there are 
times when we choose our challenges and other times when the challenges simply choose us.  The question is whether we 
conquer the challenges life presents us, or surrender to them.”



You’ve gotta take inspiration where you can find it!
 A reflection by Sarallyn Keller, Director of Spiritual Vitality & Congregational Care

I had the great, good fortune last weekend to attend a dynamic workshop at the Massachusetts Conference of 
the United Church of Christ’s “Super Saturday,” led by Brian McLaren.  I always find inspiration at these 
events from the movers and shakers of our conference and the broader denomination, but this year I got my 
socks blown off!  Brian McLaren is a former minister who left the pulpit ten years ago to write and has be-

come a leading voice in contemporary Christianity. 

The message that McLaren gave us last week was that the Christian faith is not dying (despite the impression that 
empty pews across the country might be giving us). Rather, there is a shift happening to a new understanding of 
what it means to call yourself a Christian.  I sometimes feel as though I am a victim of identity theft.  The reli-
gious right has co-opted the term Christian so that I am embarrassed to use the label - I don’t recognize myself in 
the judgmental, conservative, scarcity-based, hate-filled messages I see on facebook or hear on talk radio, and I 
certainly don’t want my friends to think that I’m part of that crowd!  

But McLaren says that we are in the midst of a great spiritual migration defined by three major shifts in contempo-
rary Christian thought:

• Spiritually, growing numbers of Christians are redefining themselves away from a list of beliefs and doctrines to 
a way of life defined by love.

• Theologically, believers are increasingly rejecting the image of God as a violent Supreme Being and embracing 
the image of God as the renewing spirit at work in our world for the common good.

• Missionally, the faithful are identifying themselves less with organized religion and more with organizing reli-
gion – dedicating themselves to healing the planet, overcoming poverty and injustice, and working with other 
faiths to ensure a better future for all of us.

Now, this is a Christianity that I can embrace and be proud of, a faith that views the world and all of its inhabitants 
through a lens of love and compassion!  If we see the world from a place of abundance instead of scarcity, we can 
afford to be generous and just with our neighbors.  And by neighbor, I don’t mean just the people who live next 
door, and who look like us, but all the peoples of the world.  Imagine how much can be accomplished if we are 
motivated by love instead of fear, if our actions are motivated by generosity instead of personal gains.  I’m in-
spired to search my heart, find a renewed spiritual orientation, and engage in this important work.  I hope that you 
will join me on this blessed journey of discovering what God intends of us!

Brian McLaren is a prolific writer and public speaker, so if you are interested in exploring these ideas further, you 
can find inspiration in his books and videos: www.brianmclaren.net



Third Annual 

Natick Green-Up Week
In collaboration with the 2017 Great Masachusetts Litter Clean-Up (organized by Keep Massachusetts Beauti-
ful), Natick Department of Public Works, Natick HS Earth Club, the Common Street Spiritual Center, Natick 
Grows, and others.

Tuesday, April 18, (9 am - 12 noon)
Meet at the Dug Pond (Donahue Boat Landing on Windsor Ave.) on-the-water clean-up for Dug Pond, Blue-
berry Island and the shorelines, trail work along the Timothy Coolidge Hill Trails   

Wednesday, April 19, (9 am - 12 noon)
Meet at Pegan Cove Park, just off of Washington Ave.  We will be cutting back invasive species (Bittersweet 
and Knotweed) and some litter pick-up.

Thursday, April 20, (9 am - 12 noon)
Meet at the Roche Bros. Plaza Parking Lot.   Settling Pond Clean-up, plus roadway and bridge clean-up along 
Rte 135, Mill St. Bridge, and Speen St.

Friday, April 21 (9 am - 12 noon)
Meet at Collidge Hill, Natick’s only little “bald top.”  Park on the shoulder of the Jefferson St. Grassy Triangle.  
Sweeping up broken glass, picking up litter and cleaning trails.

For more information, and to volunteer for Green-up Week, contact Pat Conaway, Chair, Natick Earth 
Day Committee, 508-740-9949 or bpconaway@gmail.com, visit us on Facebook, www.facebook.com/

events/973210126084534, or the web, natickearthday.org or keepnatickbeautiful.org.

Festival 2017
Sunday, April 23rd 

Natick Common ~ 11am - 3pm
(Rain Date: Sunday, April 30)

Kids Activities ~ Live Music ~ Vendors
Good Food ~ Wildlife Demonstrations

Sponsored by the Natick Earth Day Group in partnership with 
the Natick Community Organic Farm



WV Workcamp Annual 
Marathon Day food sale

on April 17th 

Once again, the West Virginia Workcamp 
group will be holding their annual Marathon 
Day food sale on the front steps of the First 
Church Natick.  Great food, such as hot dogs, 
brownies, cookies, pizza, cold/warm drinks, 
and their famous vegetarian chili will be 
available for purchase.  

Proceeds from the sale of these items support the annual  
mission trip to West Virginia to make homes safe, warm 
and dry.

Join the next 
“Knitting Meet-Ups” 

on April 21st & May 9th @ 7PM
Come make beautiful shawls that we 
will give to members of the commu-
nity in need of comfort and solace.  
These shawls have been given to 
those during illness, recovery, and at 
times of loss or in times of joy.

Bring your own needles and yarn if you have them.  You 
can also just show up and we can teach you. 
Questions?  Email lauracbiggs@gmail.com.
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FCC 2017/2018   Scholarship Applications
 Scholarship applications for the 2017/2018 academic year are available on the table in the ground-level elevator lobby. 

All applications must be submitted by May 14.  No applications will be accepted after this date.

Yardsale to benefit the Youth Pilgrimage Fund
Saturday, May 6th, 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM @ the Foley’s (24 W. Central St., Natick)

The Senior Youth Group of First Church Natick wants to help you with your spring-cleaning!  The Foley’s will be host-
ing a First Church Natick Yard Sale at their home on West Central Street on May 6th, so clean out your closets and empty 
your “I don’t want this anymore” collection spaces!  Watch for additional information about after Easter!


